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PRs 8 inſtitution of Baptiſm was firſt 

revived in this part of the united kingdom by 
a few at Edinburgh in the year 1765; ſince which 
time a number have ſubmitted to that divine or- 
dinance in different parts of Scotland. 

The year following I wrote an Anſwer to Mr 
Glas's Difſertation on Infant Baptiſm; and, in 
1777, a Defence of Believer Baptiſm, in anſwer 
to an anonymous author at Glaſgow. I hope 
that my feeble attempts in both have been in ſome 
meaſure attended with the Divine bleſling, in 
leading ſeverals to ſearch the ſeriptures on that 
head. 

The controverſy ſeems now to be pretty much 
exlauſied, there being little publiſhed on that 
ſubject of late years: but a repetition of former 
arguments. I have frequently thought that it 
might be more inſtructive and convincing to 
handle it rather in a doCtrinal than controverſial 
manner. We have many large treatiſes upon the 
Lord's Supper both doctrinal and practical; but 
I have never yet met with any thing of this kind 
upon the ordinance of Baptiſm, except now and 
then ſome paſſing hints brought in to ſupport the 
argument as to its ſubjects and mode. 
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Iy PRETACE 
In the following letter I have given a ſhort and 


plain account of the outward form and proper 
ſubjects of Baptiſm, with a brief anſwer to the 
common pleas for infant ſprinkling; but have 
chiefly inſiſted upon the nature, import, and 
ends of this inſtitution, which I have endeavour- 
ed to open up from the doctrine of the goſ 
with which it correſponds, and from the fcope of 
the different paſſages where it occurs. How I 
Rave ſucceeded in the execution, the reader muſt 
judge for himſelf; but if any hint here given 
thould prove inſtructive and edifying to the chil- 
dren of God, and awaken their attention to the 
importance of this deſpiſed ordinance, or if it 
mould only induce a more able and accurate pen 
to handle the ſubject to better purpoſe, I ſhall 
not think my labour loſt. 

J have alſo taken ſome notice of the inconſiſt- 
ency of the free-communtion ſcheme which is now 
adopted by many Baptiſts in South Britain, and 
of that lax and profane catholic charity which ſo 
much prevails, and which is equally oppoſite to 
the fervent love of the brethren, as to a due re- 
gard for the authority of Chriſt, To the whole I 
have annexed a ſhort and imperfect ſketch of the 
church order and ſocial religious practices of the 
Baptiſts in Scotland. 


Eoixauzcn,' May 4. 1786, 
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In a LETTER To a FRIEND. 


DEAR SIR, 


HOU GH you admit that the ſcripture 
ſeems to ſupport our ſentiments reſpecting 
the baptiſm of believers; yet you think that 
many plauſible arguments have alſo been advan- 
ced in favour of the common practice of ſprink- 
ing infants, which ſhould make us leſs poſitive 
in our oppoſition to that practice. At any rate, 
vou imagine, we lay too much ſtreſs upon our 


par- 


1 


particular views of that ordinance when we make * 
it a term of communion. You obſerve, that there vie 
are many real Chriſtians who are differently lar 
minded from us in this particular; and are of MW n 
opinion, that our refuſing communion to ſuch, | 
merely on that account, is contrary to charity, 
and making a poſitive inſtitution, or external rite 
(as you call it), of as great importance as the 
faith itſelf wherein all the children of God are 
one. | 

As I perceive your objection ariſes partly from 
your not being fully perſuaded that the baptiſm 
of profeſſed believers is the only baptiſm which 
Chriſt has appointed, and partly from an opi- 
nion that the inſtitutions of Chriſt are not indi/- 
penſibly binding, but may be ſacrificed to our 
good opinion of men, I ſhall accommodate my 
* to both theſe; and, in the firſt place, 
ſhall briefly ſtate the ſcripture view of baptiſm, 
and then ſhow that it muſt neceſſarily be a term 

of viſible communion among Chriſtians. 

As baptiſm is an inſtitution peculiar to the 
new and better covenant, ſo it is to be found in 
that book called the New 'Teſtament, or Covenant, 
and there only. When, therefore, men are not 
content with the plain account given of it in that 
part of divine revelation, but betake themſelves 
to the Old Teſtament, where it is not to be found, 
in order to ſupply ſome imagined defect, or to 
eſtabliſh its ſubjects and mode, as they call it 
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we may be ſure they have ſomething elſe in their 
view than the ſimple inſtitution of Chriſt. In the 
ſame way have the abettors of national churches - 
and covenants gone to work in order to eſtabliſh 
a worldly kingdom to Chriſt like that of the 
Jews, contrary to his own good confeſſion before 
Pontius Pilate, that his kingdom is not of this 
world, * 

The commiſſion which Chriſt gave to his 
:poſtles is the main warrant for baptiſm as an 
citabliſhed and ſtanding ordinance of his king- 
dom; this commiſſion, therefore, together with 
the manner in which it was at firſt executed 
(which 1s the beſt comment upon it), merits our 
particular attention. 

Jeſus having afferted his faprame power and 
authority as the ground and reafon of this com- 
miſhon, delivers it to his apoſtles in theſe words; 
« Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, bapti- 
« zing them in the name of the Father, and of 
« the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt,” &c. In the 
parallel place it runs, “ Go ye into all the world, 
« and preach the goſpel to every creature. He 
that beheveth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; 
« but he that believeth not, ſhall be damned®.” 
Theſe two paſſages mutually explain each other. 

The firſt part of this commiſſion is a command 
to teach all nations and what they were to 

A 2 teach - 


3 Mat. xxviii. 18, 19. 20. b Mark xvi, 15, 16. 
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teach thenris plainly expreſſed in Mark, « Preach 
« the goſpel to every creature.” The goſpel is 
the glad tidings of ſalvation to guifty men, through 
the incarnation, death, reſurrection, and aſcen- 
fion of Jeſus Chriſt, according to what was fore- 
told in the ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament®. It 
contains an account of the perſon, character, and 
work of the Son of God, and of the ſalvation 
he hath obtained for all who believe on him. 
They were therefore to teach all nations by 
preaching this goſpel to them. The word Ma- 
THETEUSATE imports to teach with effect, fo 
as to make diſciples by teaching; and this effeCt is 
expreſſed in Mark by believing : «« He that be- 
« lieveth.” The meaning therefore is this; Go 
and publiſh the glad tidings of ſalvation through- 
out the whole world to men of all nations, Gen- 
tiles as well as Jews, that by this means they 
may become diſciples, believing on me through 
your word; © for faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.” Accordingly, 
we find in the hiſtory of the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
that their practice exactly correſponded with the 
ſenſe given of this branch of the commiſſion. 


They went abroad every where teaching or preach- 


ing the goſpel, firſt to the Jews, and afterwards 
to the Gentiles of all nations; and the effect was, 
that, the hand of the Lord being with them, mul- 
titudes believed and turned unto the Lord, or were 
made diſciples. 

The 


t 1 Cor, xv. 1—f. 
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The next branch of the commiſſion whiclr 
follows in order, is a command to baptize : 
« Baptizing them.” Here I ſhall inquire a little 
into the outward form, the ſubjects, and * 
of this inſtitution. 


— 


What BAPTIZINC 2 


Tut ACTION enjoined is baptizing ; but the 
queſtion is, What kind of action is that? Is it 
waſhing, pouring, ſprinkling, or dipping? Many 
will tell us, that it is any of them we pleaſe; 
which indicates no preat reverence for Chriſt's 
authority, He ſurely muſt have meant one kind 
of action, and have uſed a word ſufficiently de- 
terminate to expreſs the manner of it, and to di- 
ſtinguiſh it from every other. It is of import- 
ance to know what particular kind of action he 
intends by baptizing. No lefs depends upon it 
than obedience to his command; for any other 
action is not his ordinance at all. 

Baptize (Cano) is a Greek word which our 
tranſlators have only angliciſed, but never tranſ- 
lated, when expreſſive of this ordinance. It 
ſignifies properly to dip, plunge, or immerſe; 
and that in diſtinction from every other mode of 
waſhing, as well as from ſprinkling or pouring, 
which are expreſſed in the original by other words. 
This ſenſe of the word is admitted by all the Pedo- 
baptiſts of any note; and no inſtance has yet been 
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produced, either from ſcripture or any ancient 
Greek writer, where it muſt neceſſarily bear 
another ſenſe. 

Neither the words pour nor ſprinkle make ſenſe 
when ſubſtituted in the place of baptize; for the 
original expreſhon 1s always baptizing in or into 
3 thing. For inſtance,—EN or E1s, in or into 


Jordan © ;—EN, in water, in the Holy Ghoſt 4; 


-—E1s into the name*, into Moſesf, into Chriſts, 
into his deathb. Els cannot be tranſlated unto 
or towards in the caſe of baptiſm; becauſe it 
would be nonſenſe to ſay, that John baptized 
unto or towards Jordan. Nor can EN be render- 
ed with or by in this caſe; becauſe it would be 
awkward to ſay, John baptized with or by Jor- 
Jan; beſides, E18, which is uſed indifferently 
with it, cannot be ſo rendered. As, therefore, 
baptiſm is always expreſſed as being - performed 
in or into a thing, it muſt be immerſion, and not 
ſprinkling or pouring; for perſons cannot be 
ſprinkled or poured into water, though they may 
be dipt or immerſed into it. 

The Engliſh reader may be fully ſatisfied from 
other circumſtances, that baptiſm. is immerſion. 
Jeſus, having been baptized in Jordan, went up 


out of the water, which ſhows he had been down 
into 


d Mat, iii. 11. e Chap. 
g Gal. iii. 27. h Rom» 
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into iti, After Philip and the eunuch had al- 


ready come unto a certain water, we are told, 
they went both down into the water that he might 
baptize him; and when this was performed, 
they came up out of the water *. John required 
a large quantity of water to baptize in, and ſo 
we find him uſing the river Jordan for that pur- 
poſe!, He alfo baptized in Enon near to Salim, 
for this very reaſon, becauſe there was much ua- 
ter there ®. Now there was no need for much 
water, or for going down into it, in order to 
pour or ſprinkle a little of it on the face; but 
theſe circumſtances were abſolutely neceſſary in 
order to dip or immerſe the whole body, which 
therefore muſt have been the action originally 
performed, as all the judicious and candid Pedo- 
daptiſts have acknowledged. 

The allufions made to baptiſm as the fign of a 
burial and reſurreFion, clearly point out the 
manner of adminiſtring it. Believers are ſaid to 
be baptized into the death of Chriſt, to be buried 
with him by baptiſm, and therein alſo to be riſen 
with him®. Now, in whatever ſenſe Chriſtians 
are buried and riſen with Chriſt, it cannot be in 
baptiſm, if there is no exhibition of a burial and 
reſurreCtion in that ordinance ; but if baptiſm is 
a burial in, and reſurrection from water, then the 
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ſign ſtrikingly correſponds with the thing ſigni- 
fied, and the alluſion to it is pertinent and juſt, 
Upon the whole, therefore, it is clear, that the 
action enjoined is immerſion; and that any other 
action is not merely a different mode of baptiſm, 
but a different thing altogether. It is not bap- 
tizing, and ſo not Chriſt's inſtitution. 


The ELEMENT. 


Tue body is to be buried or immerſed in Wa- 
TER. This admits of no difpute. John ſays, «I 
« baptize you in water.“ He baptized in the 
river of Jordan, and at Enon, becauſe there 
was much water there “. The apoſtles under- 
ſtood their commiſſion as a command to baptize 
in water; for when the Holy Ghoſt fell upon 
Cornelius and his kinſmen, Peter ſays, « Can 
« any man forbid water that theſe ſhould not be 
* baptized, who have received the Holy Ghoſt 
« as well as we? And he commanded them to be 
« baptized e,“ &c. And here I cannot but notice 
how widely the Apoſtle differs from ſome modern 
profeſſors, who maintain, that if they have what 
they call the baptiſm of the Spirit, it is of little 
confequence whether they are baptized in water 
or not. Cornelins and his friends had really ob- 
tained what our Lord calls baptiſm in the Spi- 

rit; 

o Mat. ili. 11, p John iii. 23. 4A 
47, 48. 
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tit"; yet Peter was ſo far from conſidering this 
as ſuperſeding baptiſm in water, or rendering it 
needleſs, that he, on the contrary, makes the 
former an argument for the latter, and looks up- 
on it as withſtanding God to forbid water to ſuch 
235 had received the Holy Ghoſt ©. 


The NAME into which Believers are to be bap- 
tized. | 


- 


Ovr Lord here commands his apoſtles to bap- 
tize the diſciples (uc) «into the name of the Father, 
« and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.” The 
phraſe in the name, ſometimes ſignifies for the /ake 
of, in the flrength of, by-the authority of, invoking 
the name of, &c. and doubtleſs baptiſm ought to be 
adminiſtred with a view to God's authority, de- 
pending on his aſſiſtance and bleſſing, and calling 
upon his name for that purpoſe. But here, I ap- 
prehend, the expreſſion into the name, chiefly ſig- 
nifies into the faith of the goſpel. Old Iſrael are ſaid 
to have been «baptized into Moſes in the cloud and 
in the ſea*;” that is, into the religion eſtabliſh. 
ed by the miniſtry of Moſes. So Chriſtians are 
laid to be baptized into Chrift®; that is, into the 
tath or religion of Chriſt: And this is frequently 
called his name. Philip preached the things con- 
cerning the name of Jeſus Chriſt *; the apoſtles 
rejoiced that they were counted worthy to ſuffer 


ſhame 
r Acts i. 5. with chap. xi. 15, 16, s Chap. xi. 5. 
1 Cor. x. 2. u Gal. iii. 27. x Acts viii. 12. 
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ſhame for his name?; Paul thought he ought to 
do many things contrary to the name of Jeſus *; 
he was a choſen veſlel to bear his name before the 
Gentiles *, &c. In theſe paſſages it evidently 
means the faith or the dectrine of Chriſt. So he 
himfelf explains it: Thou holdeſt faſt my name, 
« and haſt not denied my faith Þ;”—« Thou haſt 
« kept my word, and haſt not denied my name*.” 
Here his name ſignifies the ſame thing with his 
faith or word; which may very properly be cal- 
ied his name, as it makes him known or reveals 
his true character. Agreeably to this he addreſ- 
ſes his Father, ſaying, „I have manifefted thy 
* name unto the men whom thou gaveſt me out 
% of the world.”—And he ſhows how he did ſo; 
« For I have given unto them the words which 
« thou gaveſt me d.“ To baptize, therefore, “ in- 
« to the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
« ofthe Holy Ghoſt,” is to baptize into the faith 
or doctrine of the goſpel, which is teſtified by the 
Divine Three who are one®©; which reveals them 
in their diſtinct and relative characters, and ma- 
nifeſts their glory as acting their reſpective parts 
in the economy of redemption; the goſpel being 
a revelation « of the myſtery of God, and of the 
« Father, and of Chriſt f.“ 

Chriſtians are to be baptized “ into the name 
&« of the Father and of the Son,” in diſtinction 


from 

y Acts v. 41. z Chap. xxvi. 9. a Chap. ix. 15- 

b Rev. ii. 13. c Chap. iii. 8. d John xvü. 6, 8 
e John v. 7. 
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from idolatrous heat bens, who do not acknow- 
ledge the one true God, but have many falſe 
gods and lords: “ For (ſays the Apoſtle) though 
« there be that are called gods, whether in hea- 
« yen or in earth (as there be gods many, and 
« lords many); but to us there is but one God, 
« the Father, of whom are all things, and we 
« in him; and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom 
« are all things, and we by him#s.” And alſo in 
diſtinction from unbelieving Fews and Deiſts; 
who, though they acknowledge one God, yet 
deny the Son, and conſequently the Father, who 
is revealed only by and in relation to him; for 
« whoſoever denieth the Son, the ſame hath not 
« the Father;” and « whoſoever tranſgreſſeth, 
« and abideth not in the doctrine of Chriſt, hath 
not God.” But the true believer © acknow- 
« ledgeth the Son” in the dignity of his perſon, 
miſſion, and ſupreme authority, as the one Lord, 
and ſo « hath the Father alſo;” as he « abideth 
« in the doctrine of Chriſt, he hath both the Fa- 
« ther and the Son b.“ The faith of the Father 
and Son muſt therefore be profeſſed in baptiſm, 
for it is a baptiſm into that faith; and ſo the A- 
poſtle connects with the one baptiſm, one faith 
which reſpects one Lord, and one God and Fa- 
ther of alli. They muſt alſo be baptized into the 
name of the Holy Gheft, who is the Spirit of the 
Father and of the Son, and whoſe office it is to 

teſtify 


g 1 Cor. viii. 5, 6. h x John ii. 23. 2 John, ver. 9. 
i Fph, iv. 5, 6. 
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teſtify of Chriſt, and apply his ſalvation to men, 
by enlightening, convincing, comforting, ſancti- 
fying, and ſealing them unto the day of redemp. 
tion k. The Holy Spirit was not given in a way 
peculiar to the goſpel-diſpenſation during John's 
baptiſm i, nor till Chriſt was glorified ; but 
when Jeſus aſcended on high, and received of the 
Father the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, he poured 
him forth upon his church, both in his gifts 
(ſome of which were extraordinary and miracu- 
lous, for revealing and confirming the goſpel at 
firſt), and alſo in his ſaving influences, which are 
common to all the ſaints . And as the ſoul in 
the natural body is the principle of life, action, 
and upity; ſo the Holy Spirit, communicated 
from Chriſt the riſen and living head, is as the 
common ſoul of his myſtical body the church, 
which animates and actuates every particular 
member, diffuſes a mutual ſympathy through all 
the parts, and unites the whole as it were into one 
vital ſyſtem ?. Thus by one Spirit they are all 
baptized into one body, and are all made to drink 
into one Spirit?P, Now as this is ſignified to them 
in baptiſm, ſo they are baptized into the name of 
the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of truth, holineſs, and 
conſolation. . Accordingly we find the Apoſtle 
I con- 


k John xvi. 7—16. Rom, v. 5. 2 Theſſ. ii. 13. Eph. i 


13, 14. and iv. 30. 1 Mat. iii. 11. Acts xix. 2, 3- 
m John vii. 38, 39. n Acts ii. 33. Eph. iv. 7—14. 
Gal. v. 22—25. Rom. viii. 9. o 1 Cor. Ai. Eph, iw 16. 
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connecting the one Spirit with the one bap- 
tiſm d. 


The SUBJECTS of this Ordinance. 


THE SUBJECT'S of baptiſm are ſignified in the 
commiſſion by the word them: —“ Baptizing 
« them.” Not every individual in the nations; 
but only ſuch as they ſhould previouſly teach with 
effect, or make diſciples by teaching. "The word 
(4UTOUS) them in the original is maſculine, and 
does not agree with (PAN TA TA ETHNE) all na- 
tions, which is neuter; but refers to (MA THE TAS) 
diſciples, which is included in the verb (MATHE=- 
TEUEIN) to feach or diſciple. So the ſenſe is, 
Teach all nations, baptizing them that are taught 
or made diſciples. This is clear from the parallel 
place in Mark, which reſtricts baptiſm to him 
that believeth : “ He that believeth and is bap- 
« tized.” It is plain, therefore, that none are 
commanded to be baptized, but ſuch as are firſt 
taught or made diſciples, and profeſs to believe 
the goſpel, 

But what puts this beyond all poſlibility of 
doubt, is the uniform practice of the inſpired 
apoſtles in executing this cammiſſion, who never 
baptized any till once they had made them dif- 
ciples by teaching. Peter on the day of Pentecoſt 
began with preaching the goſpel to the Jews, 
and none but « they who gladly received his word 

© were 
q Eph. iv. 4, 5- 


— 
L JJ 


de were baptized*.” He firſt taught Cornelius 
and his houſe, but he baptized none of them till 
the Holy Ghoſt fell upon them, and they mag- 
nified God, having their hearts purified by faith?, 
Philip in the firſt place preached the goſpel to 
the Samaritans; but it was not till « they be- 
« /ieved Philip, preaching the things concerning 
« the kingdom of God, and the name of Jeſus,” 
that « they were baptized both men and wo- 
« ment.“ He alfo preached Jeſus to the Ethio- 
pian eunuch, but did not baptize him till he 


made an explicit profeſſion of his faith". Paul 


and Silas ſpoke the word of the Lord at Philippi 
to Lydia and others; but they did not baptize her 
till the Lord opened her heart to attend unto the 


things which were ſpoken. Her houſehold alſo 


were baptized in conſequence of their believing, 
for they are called brethren, and were comforted 
by the Apoſtle and his company at their depar- 
ture*. They alſo « ſpake the word of the Lord un- 
cc to the Jailer and to all that were in his houſe,” 
but they baptized none of them till they believed; 
for we are told, he ©« rejoiced, believing in God 
« with all his houſe! *.” Many of the Corinthians 

were 


* The adverb av (of wag all, and oo; Bouſe) is rightly 
rendered with all his houſe ; for in this ſenſe the LXX. uſe that 
word in Exod. i. 1. Now theſe are the names of the children 
« of Iſrael, which came into Egypt, every man (Va, nav) 


« 2nd 
r Acts ii. 41. s Chap. x. 44—48. and xv. 9. t Chap. 
viii. 12. u Ver. 35, 37, 38. x Chap. xvi. 13, 14, 15 


40. y Ver. 32, 33, 34. 
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God 
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were baptized ; but we are expreſsly told that it 
was in conſequence of their hearing the goſpel 
and believing it?. We read alſo of two houſe- 
holds baptized at Corinth; one of them was that 
of Criſpus the chief ruler of the ſynagogue, of 
whom it is ſaid, that he “ believed on the Lord 
« vith all his houſe*: the other was the houle of 
Stephanas® 3 and that theſe were believers is evi» 
dent from the Apoſtle's account of them a little 
while after: « I beſeech you, brethren, (ye know 
« the houſe of Stephanas, that it is the firſt 
fruits of Achaia, and that they have addifted 
« themſelves to the miniſtry of the ſaints), that ye 
« ſubmit yourſelves unto ſuch, and to every one 
« that helpeth with us and laboureth<.” I might 
alſo mention the baptiſm of Paul himſelf*, and of 
the beloved Gaius his hoſt*; but I ſuppoſe none 
will queſtion that they were believers previous to 

their baptiſm, 
Theſe are all the inſtances of baptiſm, in con» 
ſequence of our Lord's commiſſion, which are ex- 
B 2 preſsly 


ond Iii Bouſe,”* or with all bis Bouſe, Joſephus alſo, ſpeaking of 
the law reſpecting the offerings allotted for the priefts' mainte- 
vance, ſays, it was appointed“ that they (wavwm), with their 
" whole families, might eat them in the holy city. Antiy. b. iv. 
ch. iv. $ 4. The law he refers to runs thus: „lu the moſt holy 
* place ſhalt thou eat it —1 have given them unto thee, and to 
thy ſons, and to thy daughters with thee, by a ſtatute for 
* ever; every one that is clean in thy houſe mall eat of it. 
Numb. xviii. 10—20. 

2 Acts xviii. 8, a Chap. xvii. 8. 1 Cor. i. 14, 
Þ 1 Cor. i. 16. c 1 Cor. xvi. 15, 16. d Acts iz. 18. 
e 1 Cor. i. 14. Rom. xvi. 23. 3 John, ver. 17: 
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preſsly recorded in the ſcriptures; and we ſee it 


[1 was adminiſtered to none but profeſſed diſciples. 
F I had almoſt forgot the baptiſm of Simon Magus; 
if but this is no exception; for, previous to his 


baptiſm, it is ſaid, «Then Simon himſelf believed 
« alſof;” which imports, at leaſt, that he pro- 
Feſſed to believe; and this was a ſufficient warrant 
for Philip, who could not know his heart, to 
adminiſter baptiſm to him. Whether, therefore, 
we conſider the plain words of the commiſſion 
itſelf, or the uniform practice of the inſpired 
apoſtles in executing it, it is evident to a demon- 
ſtration, that baptiſm does not belong to profeſ- 
| ſed infidels, ignorant perſons, or mere infants, 
J but only to profeſſed believers of the goſpel. 
What has been ſaid may ſatisfy any ſimple un- 
| prejudiced perſon as to the ſubjefs of this divine 
| ordinance ;z but as many ſophiſtical arguments 
| have been invented in ſupport of infant-ſprinkling, 
1 it may be proper to take notice of thoſe of them 
* upon which the chief ftrefs 1s laid. 
19 The Pedobaptiſts in general confeſs, that there 
is neither expreſs precept nor indiſputable example 
in the word of God for the baptiſm of infants 
{| yet they think it may be eſtabliſhed by analogy 
and inference. But it ſhould be carefully remem- 
i bered, that baptiſm is not like natural or moral 


a 92 - 
= „ * 


— Oy Ina 
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| duties, which are founded in, and may be in- 
' ferred from the nature and relation of things. 
| | It is a poſitive inſtitution, which depends entirely 
9 upon 


Acts vüi. 13. 


1 


upon the will of the Inſtitutor, both as to its na- 
ture and all its circumſtances; and it becomes 
our duty, merely by the revelation of that will, 
cither in expreſs precept, or in ſuch clear and 
approved precedents as neceſſarily inter that ſuch 
a precept was Originally given. If neither of 
theſe can be produced for the baptiſm of infants, 
«!l argumentation on the ſubject is vain; for a 
poſitive inſtitution can never be made out by mere 
reaſoning. Further, if the commiſſion reſtricts 
baptiſm to profeſſed believers, and if it was ad- 
miniſtered only to /uch, as has been ſhown, then 
crery argument for the baptiſm of infants muſt 
be falſe, becauſe infants fall not under that de- 
ſcription; and this as clearly forbids their bap- 
tim, as their inability to examine themſelves, or 
diſcern the Lord's body, prohibits their admiſſion 
to the Lord's ſupper. 

1. It is pled, that as the infants of Old Iſrael 
were circumciſed, therefore the infants of belie- 
vers ſhould be baptized, 

But circumciſion and baptiſm materially differ 
in many things, and therefore we cannot infer 
the latter from the former. Circumciſion was 
annexed to the peculiar covenant of promiſe 
made with Abraham, which reſpeQed two fu- 
ture covenants; the old, made at Sinai with his 
teſhly ſeed®; and the new, made in Chhriſt's 
blood with his ſpiritual ſeed of all nations“: but 
it was appropriated to the firſt of theſe covenants, 

B 3 Which 


3 Deu: XXIX. 13. h Gal. Ui. and iv. Heb, Vil. 713. 
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which was temporal and typical, and accord- 
ingly was ſet aſide along with it; whereas bap- 
tiſm pertains only to the new covenant, which 
1s the antitype of the former. Circumciſion be- 
Jonged to the natural ſeed of Abraham as ſuch, 
without any diſtinction, or regard to the ſpiritual 
birthi; and accordingly Iſhmael was circumciſed *; 
but baptiſm belongs only to ſuch as appear to be 
the /piritual ſeed of Abraham by faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and heirs according to the promiſe l. And 
fo we find John the Baptiſt ſetting aſide the Jewiſh 
claims ſounded upon their defcent from Abra- 
ham w; for though this was a valid plea for cir- 
cumciſion, it could not avail for baptiſm, which 
belongs only to thofe who appear to be rege- 
nerated or born again 2. Circumcifion was re- 
ſtricted to males, whilſt it was extended to a 
man's ſervants and faves® ; but baptiſm extends 
to females as well as mates, to Jew and Greek, 
bond and free, without difference, whilſt it is 
reſtricted to ſuch of theſe as believe?. The cir- 
cumciſion made by hands in the fleſb of Abraham's 
natural ſeed, prefigured the circumciſion of the 
heart of his ſpiritual ſeed, the circumciſion made 
without hands in putting off the body of the ſins 
of the fleſh a; but baptiſm preſuppoſes the ſub- 
jects of it already circumciſed in heart, and ſig- 


nifies 

i Gen. xvii. 9-1. EX Ver. 25. I Mark xvi. 16. 
Acts viii. 37. Gal. iii. 26—29. and iv. 28. m Mat. iii. 9. 
n John 1. 12, 13. and iii. 3, 5. o Gen. xvii. 10—15- 
p Acts viii. 14, Gal. ui. 27, 28, 29. q Rom. ii. 29. 


Col. ii. 1 1 o 


C 6-3 


niſies their communion with, and conformity 
to Chriſt in his death, burial, and reſurrec- 
tion”, Much ſtreſs has been laid upon circum- 
ciſion being termed a ſeal of the righteouſneſs 
of the faith®, as if it had been ſuch a ſeal to the 
infant ſeed of Abraham. But the whole weight of 
this argument reſts upon the ſound of words ta- 
ken out of their connection. The Apoſtle is 
ſhowing that faith. was reckoned to Abraham for 
righteouſneſs in uncircumcrſion *, and that © he 
« received the ſign of circumciſion, a ſeal of the 
« righteouſneſs of the faith which he had yet being 
« uncircumciſed,” i. e. Abraham himſelf was jus» 
{tified by faith before he was circumciſed®, and 
he received circumcihon afterwards as a feal that 
he was thus juſtified, and that the. Gentiles ſhould 
in like manner be juſtified in uncircumciſion,“. 
But he did not receive it in this ſenſe. as the fa- 
ther or repreſentative of his natural ſeed as ſuch, 
but only as the father of all that like him believe, 
whether they be Jews or Gentiles: for the A- 
poſtle expreſsly tells us, that Abraham was juſti- 
hed by faith, and then received circumciſion as 
the ſeal of it, ſor this end, « that he might be 
« the father of all them that believe, though they 

3 be 


* The original is, e α Tn; Sixawoving ν Tits ty TH 
axp:Curix, © a feal of the righteouſneſs cf that faith which is 
in the uncircumciſion,” 7. e. of God's juſtifying the heathen 
through faith without circumciſion, as he did Abraham, 


r Rom. vi. 38, Col. ii. 12, 13. 


s Rom. iv. IT, 
t Ver. 9, 10. u Gen. xv. 6. | 
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« be not circumciſed (i. e. of believing Gentiles), 
« that righteouſneſs might be imputed unto them 
« alſo; and the father of circumciſion unto them 
« (viz. believing Jews), who are not of the cir- 
« cumciſion only, but alſo walk in the fleps of 
« that faith of our father Abraham which he had 
« being yet uncircumciſed*.” If, therefore, cir- 
cumciſion was not a ſeal of the righteouſneſs of 
faith to Abraham in relation to his natural ſeed 
as ſuch, no argument can be drawn from it for 
the baptiſm of the natural infant ſeed of believers. 
If we admit the ſcripture doctrine concerning the 
different ſtate of things under the two covenants, 
and the diſtinction of Abraham's twofold feed !“, 
the argument from analogy mult ſtand thus 
That as under the firſt covenant circumciſion be- 
longed to all the natural ſeed of Abraham, who 
were known to be ſuch in infancy by their fleſh- 
ly birth; ſo, under the new covenant, baptiſm 
belongs to all the ſpiritual ſeed of Abraham by 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus, who are known to be ſuch 
only by their profeſſion of that faith. So that, you 
ſce, it concludes nothing for the baptiſm of in- 
fants, but the contrary. 
2. Jeſus ſays, “ Suffer the little children to come 
« unto me, and forbid them not; for of ſuch is 
« the kingdom of God 2.“ From this it is ar- 
gued, that ſince the infants of believers belong 
to 


x Rom. iv. 11, 12. 
Heb. viii. 


y Chap. ix. 6, 7, 8. Gal. iii. & is 
2 Mark x. 14, 
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to the kingdom of God, they muſt have a right 
to baptiſm. 

But this paſſage does not diftinguiſh the infants 
of believers from thoſe of infidels, nor eonclude 
for the baptiſm of the former more than that of 
the latter. The kingdom of God, to which little 
children are declared to belong, is his real invi- 
fible kingdom, which will not truly appear until 
Chriſt's ſecond coming“; for it is that kingdom 
which none can enter but ſuch as receive it as a 
little child d, and are really converted and born 
gain e. But baptiſm belongs to the preſent vi- 
ſible appearance of that kingdom in this world, 
which includes many falſe profeſſors, becauſe 
men are unable to diſtinguiſh them 4; and as this 
appearance is only to be ſeen in the outward pro- 
feſſion of the faith, ſo infants being incapable of 
that profeſſion, are not vii le ſubjects of his 
kingdom, and ſo have no right to baptiſm, which 
belongs only to his kingdom as it is viſible to 
men. But there is no room for much reaſoning 
on this paſſage. Either theſe infants were bap- 
tized, or they were not. If they were, the con- 
troverſy is at an end; if they were not, then they 
ought not. That they were not then baptized is 
evident: They were not brought for that pur- 
poſe, but * that he ſhould put his hands on them 
&« and pray.“ Jeſus himſelf did not baptize them, 


for 
a2 Pet. i. 11. 2 Tim. iv. I. b Mark x. 15. c Mat, 
vii. 3. John iii. 3. d Mat. xiii. 47, 48. and xv. 2. 


ad, viii. 13. e Mat. Lx. 13. 
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for he baptized none f; nor did he order his di 11 
ciples to do it; nor would they have forbidden | 
infants to be brought unto him, if they had 
known any thing about infant-baptiſm. If, there- 
fore, while Jeſus was rebuking his diſciples for | 
forbidding infants to come unto him; if while 


ll he was declaring infants of his kingdom, taking 4 
1 them up in his arms and bleſſing them; if while (| * * 
1 ö he had ſuch a fair opportunity of being explicit t 
ig as to their baptiſm, and of ſetting an example of iW . | 
| it, that might have prevented all the diſputes = 
1 which he foreſaw would ariſe on that ſubject; I "In 
| | ſay, if, on ſuch an occaſion, he neither baptized - 
4:j them himſelf, nor commanded them to be bapti- * 
ö | zed, nor ſo much as gave the leaſt hint of his om 
|| will that ſuch ſhould be baptized in future; what chil 
' can we reaſonably infer from all this, but that * 
' infant-baptiſm is no inſtitution of his, nor was hi 
1 ever intended by him? We may alſo learn from ület 
| this paſſage what ſome do not ſeem to underitand, ord 
viz. that infants may be acknowledged of Chriſt's mate 
kingdom, brought unto him, and obtain his that 
14 bleſſing, without being baptized. : who 
1 3. Peter, addreſſing the convicted Jews, ſays, © n 
| { « Repent and be baptized every one of you in FE 
Tl te the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of . 
| . « ſins, and ye ſhall receive the gift of the Holy = 
| 1 « Ghoſt. For the promiſe is unto you, and # a 
1 te to your children, and to all that are afar off, ca 
| | c even as many as the Lord our God ſhall call*.” 
11 Hence ka 
v1 than. g Adds ii. 38, 39. k AQ 
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Hence it is pled, That ſince the promiſe of ſal- 


vation is made unto the infant children of be- 
lievers as well as to themſelves, therefore they 
ought to be baptized. 

But this argument is grounded upon a compli- 
cation of miſtakes. The promiſe here referred to 
is not the promiſe of ſalvation in general, but the 
promiſe of the Spirit in particular, which he had 
before cited from Joel ii. 28—32. , and which 
includes the extraordinary gifts which were pe- 
culiar to the firſt age of the goſpel. This promiſe 
began to be accompliled on the day of Pente- 
colt, as the Apoſtle ſhows, verſe 16, 33. and was 
made in the firſt place to the Jews and their 
children, to whom he directly applies it as an 
encouragement to repentance; for he did not 
properly underſtand till afterwards that the Gen- 
tiles were to partake with them in theſe extra- 
ordinary gifts i. The children to whom this pro- 
miſe is made muſt of neceſſity be the very ſame 
that are mentioned in the promiſe itſelf, and 
who are there termed your ſons and your daugh- 
ters *; and therefore cannot ſignify infant chil- 
dren, for they are ſuch as ſhould prophe/y upon 
receiving the Spirit, as we ſee was actually the 
caſe l. When our Lord fays, „If I by Beelze- 
bub caſt out devils, by whom do gut children 
«caſt them out?“ By your children, he neither 

means 

h Sce Acts ii. 1622. i Acts x. 24—48. and xi. 15, 16, 17. 


k Ats ii. 17. Joel ii. 28. Acts ii. 4. x. 46. xix. 6. and 
11.9, 1 Cor. ii, 8—13, m Mat. xii. 27. 
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means infants nor the particular offspring of 


thoſe he is immediately addreſſing. Nor is this 
promiſe reſtricted to the children of believers, 
for many of the children of unbelieving Jews 
received the Spirit. Neither does it extend to 
the whole Jewiſh nation, but only to whoſoever 
ſhall call on the name of the Lord and be delivered, 
whether in mount Zin, or in Feruſalem, or in the 
remnant whom the Lord ſhall calls, as the Apoſtle 
Paul alſo obſerves . If this, therefore, is the ſenſe 
in which Peter underſtood and applied the pro- 
miſe of the Spirit in Jos it evidently is, then 


it can furniſh no argument for infant-baptiſm, 


becauſe infants are not intended in this paſſage. 
But though we ſhould, for argument's ſake, take 
the promiſe in the molt extenſive view, as ſigni- 
fying the ordinary influences of the Spirit which 
are common to all Chriſtians to the end of time?, 
and as extending both to Jews and Gentiles with 
their offspring; yet unleſs we alſo expunge the 
limiting clauſe, it will never conclude for the 
baptiſm of infants. The original promiſe is re- 
ſtricted to “ the remnant whom the Lord ſhall 
« call a;“ or, as Peter quotes it, “even to as 
« many as the Lord our God ſhall call“: but 
mere infants, while ſuch, cannot manifeſt that 
they are actually called of the Lord or partakers 
of his Spirit; and therefore have no right to bap- 
tiſm upon that ground. Had this promiſe re- 


ſpected 
n Joel ii. 32. Acts ii. 21, 39. © Rom. ix. 27. and vi. 5+ 
p Rom. viii. 9. q Joel ii. 32. 1 Acts ii. 39. 
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ſpected infant children, and been underſtood ay 
a warrant for their baptiſm, then they muſt have 
been immediately baptized with their parents: 
but we read of none receiving baptiſm on this 
occaſion, but ſuch as gladly received Peter's 
word, were the ſame day added to the church, 
and continued ſtedfaſtly in the apoſtles doctrine 
and fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers *; even as the multitude baptized in Sa- 
maria are expreſsly declared to be believing men 
and women. It is the extremity of folly and per- 
vrerſeneſs to argue againſt plain facts. 

4. The Apoſtle ſays, « For the unbelieving 
i huſband is ſanctified by the wife, and the un- 
« believing wife is ſanCtified by the huſband; 
e elſe were your children unclean; but now are 
© they holy.“ The argument from this is, That 
as the children even of one believing parent are 
holy, as being in covenant with God; therefore 
they ought to have the ſeal of that covenant in 
baptiſm. 

But the Apoſtle had no ſuch thing in his eye; 
nor would this ſenſe of the paſſage have ſuited 
his purpoſe, or have ſatisfied the ſcruples of the 
believing Corinthians. Their queſtion was not, 
Are our children poſſeſſed of new-covenant holi- 
neſs, and fo intitled to baptiſm? but (as appears 
from the qnſwer) it was this, May we lawfully 
retain our unbelieving wives, or muſt we put 


C them 


Ads ii. 41, 42. t Chap. viii. 12. u x Cor, 
vu. 14. 
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them away as Old Iſrael were obliged to do by 
the law of Moſes*? To this he anſwers, « If 
te any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and 
cc ſhe be pleaſed to dwell with him, let him not 
« put her away,” &c. And he gives this rea- 
ſon for it, « For the unbelieving wife is ſanCtified 
« by the huſband.” —This /an@ification of the 
unbelieving wife to the believer, being oppoſed 
to the legal uncleanneſs of an alien to a Jew, 
muſt relate purely to the marriage relation, and 
ſignify that ſhe was a /awful wife to him, even 
as the meats formerly unclean by the law of Mo- 
ſes were now ſanctified to him, or made lawful 
for his uſe?. And what other ſanctification or 
holineſs- can we ſuppoſe an unbeliever, while 
ſuch, capable of ? He farther obſerves, that un- 
leſs their unbelieving wives were thus ſanctiſied, 
their children would alſo be unclean: “ Elſe were 
te your children unclean.” —The uncleanneſs of 
the children being ſtated as a conſequence of the 
ſuppoſed unlawfulneſs of the unbelieving party, 
muſt neceſſarily ſignify //egitimacy ; for though 
they were begot in marriage, yet upon ſuppoli- 
tion that the marriage itſelf were unlawful, they 
muſt of conſequence have been an unlawful iſſue. 
* But now are they holy.” This holineſs of the 


children can ſignify nothing more than legitimacy; 


becauſe it is oppoſed to their uncleanneſs, as above 
explained; and becauſe it is ſtated as an ect of 
the ſanctiſication of the unbelieving parent, with- 

out 


x Deut. vii. 3. Ezra 2. y I Tim. iv. 3, 4,5. 
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out which, the Apoſtle affirms, they would be 
unclean : it muſt therefore be a holineſs of the 
ſame kind; for ſpiritual holineſs can never de- 
pend upon, or flow from, the ſanctification of an 
unbeliever. As the unbelieving party is ſancti- 
hed, or made holy, only in reſpect of her being 
a lawful wife to the believer, ſo the children can 
have no holineſs in conſequence of this, but that 
of being a lawful iſſue, which affords no argu- 
ment for their baptiſm. 

5. We read that Lydia was baptized and « her 
« houſehold * ;”—that the Jailer © was baptized, 
« he and all his, ſtraightway ;“ and that Paul 
« baptized alſo the houſehold of Stephanas b.“ 
Theſe paſſages are urged as exhibiting examples 
of baptizing infants, taking it for granted that 
theſe houſes contained infants who were baptized 
upon the faith of their parents. 

But this is only begging the queſtion in de- 
bate. It muſt firſt be proved that there were in- 
fants in the houſes mentioned, for there are many 
houſes without them: and though this were 
done, which it never can, it ſtill remains to be 
proved that they were baptized; for the univer- 
ſal expreſſion all the houſe, ſometimes ſignifies 
only the adult part of it ©. But the ſcripture 
account of thefe baptized houſes demonſtrates 
that they were not infants. A the houſe of 
Cornelius feared Cod, and received the Holy Ghoſts. 

C 2 Lydia's 

2 Acts xvi. 5, a Ver. 33. b x Cor. i. 16, 

© Judg. ix. 6, d Acts x, ii. 44, 47- 
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Lydia's houſehold were comforted as brethren *, 
The word of the Lord was /poken to all in the 
Jailer's houſef; and they all rejoiced, believing in 
God as well as himſelf *. All the houſe of Criſ- 
pus be/izved on the Lord", and the houſe of 
Stephanus addicted themſelves to the miniſtry of 
the ſaints i. Now if theſe things, which are af- 
firmed of all the baptized, will not apply unto in- 
fants, then it is plain there were no infants bap- 
tized in theſe houfes. Let us now conſider, 


The IMPORT and DESIGN of Bar T19M. 


This is a branch of the ſubject which has been 
too little attended to by many. The univerſal 
practice of ſprinkling infants, with the principles 
adopted and arguments uſed in ſupport of that 
human invention, have not only ſet aſide the 
ſubjects and form of Chriſt's inſtitution, but in a 
great meaſure obſcured and perverted its /gnifi- 
ration ; ſo that it is amazing to obſerve the igno- 
rance which prevails among profeſſors on this 
head, though they have the New Teſtament a- 
mong their hands. Some look upon it as little 
more than the ceremony of giving a name to their 
child. Many conſider it a chriflening, or ma- 
king them Chriſtians : hence their anxiety to 
have them ſprinkled betimes leſt they ſhould die 
Pagans. Others, who pretend to more know- 

ledge, 


e As xvi. 40. Ff Ver. 22. g Ver. 34. b Chap. 
zvui. 8. 11 Cor. Avi. 17. 
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iedge, view it as a ſign whereby their infants are 
initiated into the viſible church, though they are 
neither agreed as to what that church is, nor ad- 
mit them into the full communion of any viſible 


church. They alſo look upon it as the ſeal of 


ſome covenant, which, they ſay, is made with 2 
believer and his natural ſeed; yet they are not 
agreed as to the nature of that imaginary cove- 


nant, or whether it entails ſalvation, or only a 


right to ſome outward privileges. Many view it 
as the parent's dedication of his child to God, ac- 
companied with a vow or engagement to bring it 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord; 
while others, diſclaiming dedications,” vows, and 
engagements, make it to be a ſign to the parent 
that Chriſt is as able to ſave his child as himfelf, 
and that he muſt enter the kingdom of God as 
deſtitute of any goed qualification as his infant. 
Thus every one annexes a {ignification to baptiſm 
agreeable to his own favourite hypotheſis, whilſt 
all of them have been accommodated to the bap- 
tiſm of infants. But as the ſcripture contains 
no ſuch inſtitution, fo neither does it give us any 
of the above views as the dehgn of baptiſm. If 
we conſult the word of God, we ſhall find that 
this divine ordinance is intended, 

1. To be a ſign of regeneration, or that the 
perfon baptized is bern of the Spirit. Jeſus ſays: 
to Nicodemus, « Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kings 
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« dom of God*.” Mater here undoubtedly means 
the water of baptiſm *, for it is diſtinguiſhed from 
the Spirit; ſo that to be bn of water is to be 


baptized, even as to be born of the Spirit is to 
be regenerated; and as the former 1s connected 


with the latter, and termed a birth with reference 
to it, it muſt be the viſible ſign or repreſentation 
of the ſpiritual birth. This is farther evident 
from Tit. iti. 5.“ According to his mercy he 
« ſaved us, by the waſhing of regeneration, and 
« renewing of the Holy Ghoſt.” Two things 
are here pointed at. One is baptiſm, called the 
waſhing, or rather (>»'g) [aver of regeneration, 


becauſe it is the ſign of regeneration “. The other 
is 
* Thus theſe paſſages were univerſally underſtood until the 
days of Calvin; ſince which time ſome modern writers, with a 
view to ſet aſide the neceſſity of baptiſm to ſalvation, and the 
horrid doctrine of the Romiſh church concerning the ſtate of 
unbaptized infants, have explained the <xpreſſions born of water, 
and the laver of regeneration, of the purifying operations of the 
Spirit, which are ſometimes ſpoken of under the metaphor of 
water, Iſa. xliv. 3. Ezek. xxxvi. 25. John vii. 37, 38. But 
this gloſs converts theſe paſfages into the moſt unmeaning re- 
petitions. Surely our Lord could never mean to fay, * Except 
* a man be born of the Spirit, and of the Spirit;“ or his inſpi- 
red Apoſtle to affirm, that “ he ſaved us by the renewing of 
« the Holy Ghoſt, and the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt.“ They 
produce Mat. iii. 11. as a tautology of the ſame kind: Bap» 
* tize you with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire,” But the 
cloven tongues like as of fire, to which this'refers (Acts ii. 2, 3. ), 
were only the vile ſymbol in which the Spirit, who is invi/ib/?, 
deſcended upon the Apoſtles; and ſo is no tautology, becauſe 
giltinguiſhable. As to the neceſity of baptiſm to ſalvation, it i 
ue 

K John ui. 5. 
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is regeneration itſelf, or the renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which is the thing ſignificd in baptiſm. 
Our Lord makes this ordinance neceſſary to our 
entering into the kingdom of God; which im- 
ports at leaſt, that as none can really enter that 
kingdom without being born of the Spirit; ſo 
none can viſibly enter it without being born of 
water, nor indeed have they ground to think that 
they ſhall enter it in any ſenſe, if they wilfully 
deſpiſe this ordinance, and throw contempt upon 
the authority of its Iuſtitutor, which is expreſsly 


3 ' declared 


no ſtronger expreſſed in theſe paſſages than in ſome others, con- 

zerning which there is no diſpute; ſuch as, © He that believeth, 

and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved,” Mark xvi. 16. The like ſi- 

gure whereunto baptiſm doth alſo now ſave us, &c. 1 Pet. iii. 

21.—“ Be baptized and waſh away thy ſins,” Acts xxii. 16. 

lf it be ſaid that the chief ſtreſs is here to be laid upon be 
living, and the thing /ignificd in baptiſm, the ſame may be ſaid 

of the paſſages under conſideration, without excluding baptiſm 
icſelf, which is evidently intended in them. Baptiſm cannot be 

neceſſary to infants, for whom it was never intended, who can 

neither obſerve nor reje& it, any more than they can believe 

or diſbelieve the goſpel, and ſo are entirely out of the queſtion, 

Nor is it abſolutely neceſſary to ſuch as never heard of it, or 
who cannot poſſibly obtain it. Chriſt requires no impoſſibilities. 

R is not the mere want, but wilful contempt or neglect of it, 

which condemns men; for it is the thing e,, » which ſaves. 

But ſhould any make light of baptiſm, knowing it to be a ſtand- 

ing inſtitution of Chriſt, and ncgleR it when it is in their power, 

towever high their pretenſions may be in other reſpects, we 

are warranted from our Lord's words to tell them, they can- 

not enter his kingdom without repentance; and this is no more 

than what may be {aid of the like treatment of his other com · 
endments. 
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| declared to be no leſs than * rejecting the coun- 
| N « ſel of God againſt themſelves i.“ 

4 ; 2. It repreſents to the repenting believer the 
it remiſſion or waſhing away of his ſins m the blood 
| of Chriſt. Accordingly Peter exhorts the con- 


. 5 victed Jews, © Repent, and be baptized every 
= : | « one of you in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for an 
= 7 « the remiſſion of ſins®.” Ananias, in his ad- pu 
_ dreſs to Paul, expreſſes this ſtill ſtronger: « And Ge 
= « now, why tarrieſt thou? Ariſe and be bapti- an. 
11 « zed, and waſh away thy fins, calling on the an} 
_ FS tc name of the Lord a.“ This manner of ſpeaking typ 
= ./ will appear very extravagant to many now-a-days, Wa 
_ Fi who look upon baptiſm as a mere empty rite or cor 
q " arbitrary precept. To be baptized for the re- ſan 
=! miſſion or waſhing away of ſins, plainly imports, WO! 
—_ that in baptiſm the remiſſion of ſins is repreſented «q 
4 as really conferred upon the believer. The go- «0 
| | þ | ſpel promiſes in general, « that through Chriſt's «5 
| *« name, whoſocver believeth in him ſhall receive « re 
« remiſhon of ſins9.” Baptiſm applies this pro- « ve 
miſe, and repreſents its actual accompliſbment to B 
. an individual believer; aſſuring him, that all his the 
paſt ſins are now as really waſhed away in the and 
blood of Chriſt, as his body is waſhed in water. poſt 
. Baptiſm preſents the atoning blood of Chriſt, not * bo 
_ Ki merely as ſhed upon the croſs when he bore the of tl 
| If curſe for us?; but as obtaining deliverance from ſerve 
i that curſe, and the reward of eternal life from 
is M the 
. | ql 
1 Luke vii. 29, 30. m Ads it. 38. n Chap. uu 8 


26. o Chap. x, 43. p Gal. ii. 13. 
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the God of peace in his reſurreQion 9, (he being 


raiſed again for our juſtification”), and alſo as 
carried with him into the heavenly ſanctuary, and 
preſented unto God, where, as our High-prieſt 
and Advocate, he appears with acceptance in the 
Divine preſence. for us*. It is this manifeſted 
and applied to the conſcience that perfects or 
purges it from dead works to ſerve the living 
God, which the legal purifications could not do*; 
and as baptiſm is the viſible repreſentation and 
application of this, Peter calls it (.) the anti- 
type of the ſalvation of Noah and his family ſrom 
water by the lifting up of the ark, while he alſo 
contraſts it with the ceremonial cleanſings which 
ſanctified only to the purifying of the fleſh. His 
words are: © The antitype of which, baptiſm, 
e doth alſo now ſave us, (not the putting away 
« of the filth of the fleſh, but the anſwer of a 
« good conſcience towards God,) by the reſur- 
erection of Jeſus Chriſt; who is gone into hea- 
« yen, and is on the right hand of God , &c. 
Baptiſm alſo repreſents the waſhing away of 
the Filth or pollution of fin both from the heart 
and future life of a Chriſtian, Hence the A- 
poſtle connects with it the“ putting off the 
body of the fins of the fleſh *;” the deſtruction 
of the body of fin, that henceforth we ſhould not 
ſerve it!. Conlidered therefore as a waſhing or 


cleanſing, 
q Heb. xiii. 20. r Rom. iv. 25. s Heb. ix. 
12, 24. t Chap. ix. 13, I4. u 1 Pet. lit, 21, 22. 
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cleanſing, it repreſents both our juſtification from 
the guilt of ſin by the blood of Chriſt, and our 
fan#ification from its inherent pollution and 
power by his word and Spirit. That baptiſm 
imports this twofold cleanſing is clear from Eph, 
v. 25, 26. “ Chriſt alſo loved the church, and 
« pave himſelf for her, that he might ſanctify 
« her (*«%giox; 7p e Tv vicles ey pnuar:), having 
&« cleanſed in the laver of water by the word, that 
« he might preſent her to himſelf a glorious 
« church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, or any 
« ſuch thing, but that ſhe ſhould be holy and 
« without blemiſh.” 

Three things are here mentioned in ſanQifying 
and cleanſing the church. 1. Chriſt's giving 
bimſelf or her, that he might ſanCtify or cleanſe 
her from the guilt of ſin, and ſeparate or conſecrate 
her unto God by his own blood. Thus, “ we are 
« ſanctified through the offering of the body of 
« Jeſus Chriſt once for all * ;” and thus“ Jeſus, 
« that he might ſanctify the people with his 
« own blood, ſuffered without the gate *.” He 
alſo gave himſelf for her to cleanſe her from the 
pollution of fin, and free her from its dominion 
and ſervitude, that ſo ſhe may be without ſpot 
or wrinkle, holy and without blemiſh. Both 
which ends of Chriſt's death are alſo men- 
tioned yn Tit. ii. 14. Who gave himſelf for 
« us, that he might redeem us from all ini- 
“ quity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar peo- 

«c ple, 


2 Heb. x. 10. a Chap. iii. 12. 
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« ple, zealous of good works.” - 2. This two- 
fold cleanſing is here ſaid to be (74 e rv v2aleg) 
in the laver of water, i. e. in baptiſm; becauſe 


it is the outward ſign of it, whereby it is viſibly | 


repreſented as actually taking place upon the be- 
liever. This is that one baptiſm which Chriſt 
has inſtituted to be as it were the nuptial waſhing 
of his one bride the church, for which he gave 
himſelf, and which he hath appointed to conti- 
nue until his ſecond coming ©.—4. Laſtly, this 
ſanctification or cleanſing of the church is alſo 
% bnxals) by the word, i. e. the word of the truth 
of the goſpel; without which we can know no- 


thing of Chriſt, and of the ends of his death and 


reſurrection, or be benefited thereby 4. It is in 
underſtanding and believing this word by the 
Spirit, as it teſtifies of Chriſt, that we are actu- 
ally connected with him, regenerated, receive the 
remiſſion of ſins, and have our hearts purified ©, 
[t is this word which gives a meaning to baptiſm, 
which pronounces the believer clean by what is 
therein ſignified, and which furniſhes him with 
every motive to holineſs in heart and life. Thus 
we may ſee the import of Chriſt's declaration, 
„Now ye are clean, through the word which I 
have ſpoken unto you f;“ and of his prayer, 
Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is 
* truths.” To be ſanQtified by the word, or through 
the 

Mat. xxviii. 19, 20. d Rom. x. 14, 15, 16. 


e Chap. z. 8, 9. 1 Pet. i. 23. AQs xv. 7, 8, 9. f John xv. 3. 
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#he truth, is the ſame as to be ſanCtified by thy 
Spirit; for the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of the 
truth , and exerts his enlightening and ſanctify. 
ing influence, not ſeparate from, but by meanz 
of the truth. Hence the ſame effects are aſcribed 
ſometimes to the word, and at other times to the 
Spirit, though both muſt always be underſtood, 

Thus I have conſidered baptiſm as it repre- 
ſents a waſhing or cleanſing ; but that is not the 
only, nor indeed the principal, view of this or- 
dinance. It holds forth the believer's connection 
with Chriſt in a manner ſtill more cloſe, ſtri- 
king, and complete, than any thing included in 
that idea. For, 

3. It exhibits the death, burial, and reſurrec- 
tion of Chriſt, whereby he fulfilled all righteouſ- 
neſs, together with the Chriſtian's communion 
with, and conformity to him therein. This the 
Apoſtle expreſsly declares, and chiefly inſiſts up- 
on: «© Know ye not, that ſo many of us as were 
« baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, were baptized into his 
« death? Therefore we are buried with him by 
« baptiſm into death, that like as Chriſt was 
« raiſed up from the dead by the glory of the 
« Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in newnels 
« of liſe i,” &c. He gives the ſame view of it in 
Col. ii. 12, 13.“ Buried with him in baptiſm, 
« wherein alſo you are riſen with him, through 
cc the faith of the operation of God, who hath 
ce raiſed him from the dead. And you being 

c dead 


i Rom. vi. 3, 4. 


h John xv. 26. and xvi. 13. 


» 
o 


« dead 
« your 
« Chrr 
From t 
(1, 
burial, 
gure v 
mony, 
« fence 
« tton * 
own ba 
ſigns fo 
« (vro) 
« uſne 
for my 
have ur 
| am bu 
water, 
ouſneſs 
Accord 
the wh 
er) Al 
Ghoſt d 
the Fatt 
His belo- 
in him 
rection 
right-ha 
baptiſm, 


k Rom. 
m Ver, 16 


of . 


dead in your fins, and the uncircumcifion of 
« your flefh, hath he quickened together with 
« Chriſt, having forgiven you all rreſpaſſes.” _ 
From theſe paſſages we learn, 

(1.) That baptiſm repreſents Chriſt's death, 
burial, and reſurrection; and ſo exhibits in a fi- 
gure what the goſpel declares by way of teſti- 
mony, viz. That he.*, was delivered for our of- 
« fences, and was raiſed again for our juſtifica- 
tion kx.“ This is what was repreſented by his 
own baptiſm, as appears from the reaſon he aſ- 
ſigns for it to John; « Suffer it to be ſo now; for 
« (ire) THUS it becometh us to fulfil all righte- 
« ouſneſs?:” 9. d. « Permit me to be baptized ; 
for my baptiſm is a figure of the work which I 


have undertaken to finiſh; for in /ike manner as 


am buried under, and raiſed again out of the 
water, even ſo it becometh me to fulſil all righte- 
ouſneſs by dying and riſing again from the dead.” 
Accordingly, this being tranſacted iy a figure, 
the whole exhibition was completed when he 
ane) aſcended up from the water, and the Holy 
Ghoſt deſcended upon him, accompanied with 
the Father's voice from heaven announcing him 
lis beloved Son, and declaring his good pleaſure 
in him®; which was fully verifted at his reſur- 
rection from the dead®, and aſcenſion to the 
right-hand of God. The myſtery of Chriſt's 
baptiſm, thereſore, appears to be this: The water, 
which 


k Rom. iv. 25. 1 Cor. xv. 3, 4. I Mat. iii. 15. 
m Ver, 16, 17. n Rom. i. 4. o Acts ii. 33. 
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which is the emblem of diſtreſs, and an inſtru- 
ment of ſuffocation and death, denoted the vin- 
dictive juſtice of God, or the indiſpenſible pu- 
niſnment due to ſin, according to the ſanction 
of the divine law. — His immerſion under the 
water, ſignified his taking this puniſhment upon 
himſelf, and bearing it in his own ſufferings and 
death, whereby he made a complete atonement, 
and ſo removed the curſe%.—His emerſion, or 
riſing again out of the water, repreſented his re- 
ſurrection from the dead, wherein he was juſti. 
fied or acquitted, as having fully ſatisfied all de- 
mands, and alſo obtained eternal life, dominion, 
and glory, as the reward of his obedience unto 
death*. Thus he came by water and bi,; and 
this is the myſtery of his baptiſm concerning 
which he ſays, « I have a baptiſm to be bapti- 
« zed with, and how am I ſtraitened till it be 
« accompliſhed *! From the forecited paſſages 
we alſo learn, 

(2.) That the baptiſm of believers repreſents 
their union and communion with Chrift in his 
death, burial, and reſurrection. The expreſſions 
« baptized into his death—buried with him in bap- 
te tiſm—wherein alſo ye are riſen with him,” &c.*, 

evidently 

* The original compounds are exccedingly expreſſive on this 
ſubject; o ua avig,contombed with bim, ſo alſo ovravgrpai, 
guveytigaualy, oviuorouts, Kc. 

p Pſal. Ixix. I, 2. Gal. iii. 10. q Ifa, Iiii. 5, 6, 8. 1 Pet. 
111.18, Gal. iii. 13. r Phil. ii. 9, 10, 11. 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
Heb. i. 3. 1 Pet. iii. 21, 22. $I John v. 6. t Luke 
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evidently imply, That, by a gracious divine 
conſtitution, Chriſt ſuſtained the perſons of 
all the elect in his dying and riſing again; that 
they were ſo comprehended in, and accounted 
one with him, as to have died in his death, been 
buried in his burial, and raiſed again in his re- 
ſurrection; and that now, upon their believing the 
goſpel, this is ſignified o them by their baptiſm, 
wherein Chriſt's death, burial, and reſurrection 
are reacted in a figure upon their own perſons. 
The ſcripture abounds with this delightful doc- 
trine. 

As to communion with Chriſt in his death, the 
Apoſtle ſays, „We are dead to ſin— dead with 
« Chriſt *;” viz, as having been comprehended 
in him when he died. In the ſame ſenſe he 
aſhrms, „that our old man (-wiravgo9) was cru- 
« cified with him *.“ For underſtanding which 
it may be proper to notice, That by our d man 
13 meant not merely ſinful inclinations and ac- 
tions, for theſe are its luſts and deeds !; but it 
ſignifies the whole of our natural ſtate which we 
derive from Adam, with all that pertains to it; 
ſuch as—/in, both in its guilt whereby we are 
liable to condemnation, and in its indwelling 
power by which it has infected our whole con- 
ſtitution, and ſubjected us to its ſervice 2. Our 
connection with the lau as the killing letter, 
which demands of us perfect obedience for life, 

. gives 

u Rom. vi. 2, 8. Ver. 6. y Eph. iv. 22. Col. iii. 9. 

2 Rom, iii. 19. and vi. 20, Eph. ii. 2, 3. 
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gives the knowledge of ſin, and denounces the 
curſe upon every failure *; the effect of which 
upon the carnal mind is to irritate the (ve 
paſſions of ſins, excite the fear of wrath, and fo 
increaſe our natural alienation from God ®.,— 
Death alſo belongs to this (tate, it being the curſe 
threatened in the law, and the wages of ſin; for 
the end of theſe things is death*. This is that 
{tate which is called the od man, or the fleſb: 2 
ſtate under the dominion of the condemning law, 
fin and death; for & the ſting of death is fin, 
t and the ſtrength oi fin is the law 4. When, 
therefore, it is ſaid “ that our old man was cru- 


ciſied with him,” it imports, that Chriſt by his 


death hath freed us from the lau as the condition 


of life, by ſatisfying all its claims upon us in this 
reſpect; that he hath expiated our fins by bearing 
the puniſhment due to them in our ſtead, with a 
view to free us alſo ſrom the indwelling power 
and ſervice of ſin; and conſequently hath deli- 
vered us from that death which is the wages of 
fin and the curſe of the law, The ſame doctrine 
is taught, 2 Cor. v. 14. © The love of Chriſt con- 
« {traineth us, becauſe we thus judge, that if 
„one died for all (ar i ravle are), then all 
have died,” viz. in Chriſt's dying. According- 
ly the Apoſtle ſays of himſelf*, « I through the 


« haw am dead to the law,” i. e. through the law 
by 


a Rom. vii. I. x. 5. and iii. 20, Gal. iii. 10. b Rom. 
vii. 5, 8. iv. 15. and viii. 7. c Rom. vi. 21, 23. vii. 5- 
and viii. 6, 13. d x Cor. xv. 56. e Gal. ii. 19, 20 
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oy which Chriſt died, or through the body of 
Chriſt ſlain for his finsf, he was dead te the law ; 
o that it had no farther claim upon him for ſa- 
tisfaction, or in point of juſtification, (for © he 
« that is dead is freed from fins,”) he having 
already ſuffered its utmoſt penalty in the perſon 
of his Subſtitute when he bore the curſe for him, 
which he terms his being crucified with Chriſt. 
As to communion with Chriſt in his reſurrection, 
the ſame Apcſtle ſays, „God, who is rich in 
« mercy, for the great love wherewith he loved us, 
« even when we were dead in fins, hath quickened 
«us TOGETHER WITH CHRIST, (by grace ye 
« are ſaved), and hath raiſed us up together, and 
« made us. fit together in heavenly places 1N 
CHRIST JEsUs®.” For when Chriſt was diſ- 
charged from the guilt of his people for whom he 
died, and was raiſed up from the dead to the en- 
joyment of eternal life and glory, then they alſo 
were quickened and raiſed up tcgether with him, 


being included in him as their head. Accordingly 


believers are exhorted to reckon themſelves thus 
connected with Chriſt both in his dying and li- 
ing: « For in that he died, he died. unto fin 
« once; but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 
i Likewiſe reckon ye alſo yourſelves to be dead 
indeed unto fin; but alive unto God ( 1N 
« JEsUs CHRIST OUR LoRD !.“ And this rec- 
«oning anſwers to what was juſt a little before 


D 3 declared. 


f Rom. vii. 4. g Chap. vi. 7. b Eph. u. 4—7. 
Rom, vi. 10, IT. 


1 


declared to be the import of their baptiſm *; for 
their burial in, and riſing again out of the water, 
exhibited what Chriſt underwent, not ſingly, but 
as involving them in it, nay, as paſſing upon 
themſelves, even as if they had undergone it in 
their own perſons. Such 1s the intimate con- 
nection between Chriſt and his members in his 


dying and riſing, and ſuch is the reckoning which 


believers are called to make of their baptiſm; the 
faith which- anſwers to the myſtery of it ac- 
cording to the word of God. As the effect of 
this, 

(3-) Baptiſm alſo imports the believer's /piritual 
conformity to Chriſt's death and reſurrection, by 
dying unto fin, and riſing again to a new life of 
holineſs. This is a neceſſary conſequence of the 
former, an eſſential and important branch of the 
ſalvation by Chriſt, and produced by a commu- 
nication of his Spirit, whereby. they are made to 
perceive, believe, and love the truth, and ſo to 
fall under its habitual and prevailing influence. 
It conſiſts of two things; the mortzfication of fin, 
or putting off the old man with his luſts and 


deeds; and a reſurrection to a new ſpiritual life, 


or putting on the new man, which after God 
is created in righteouſneſs and holineſs of the 
truth. 

That immerſion repreſents the death or mor- 
tification of ſin, is clear from the paſſages already 
mentioned. The chief ſcope of the Apoſtle in 

Rom. 
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Rom. vi. is to ſhow, that believers mu not 
continue in fin that grace may abound;” for, 
ſays he, “ how ſhall we that are dead to ſin,” 
viz. by Chriſt's death, © live any longer therein,” 
namely, in our own perſons, as was the caſe 
before we knew the grace of God in truth '? He 
reminds us that our death unto fin by the death 
of Chriſt was ſignified by our baptiſm; wherein 
we « were immerſed into his death,—buried 
« with him,” or “ planted together in the like- 
« neſs of his death m;“ by which we were given 
to © know this, that our old man was crucified 
„with him, (“) to the end that the body of fin 
« might be deſtroyed (viz. in us), that hence- 
« forth we ſhould not ſerve ſin .“ Agreeably to 
theſe principles, he, in the firſt place, directs 
Chriſtians to reckon themſelves to be dead indeed 
unto fin in Chriſt Jeſus, or by his dying-unto ſin 
once e, and then urges them from that conſide- 
ration to throw off the ſervice of fin: „Let not 
« (in therefore reign in your mortal body, that 
« ye ſhould obey it in the luſts thereof; neither 
« yield ye your members as inſtruments of un- 
« righteouſneſs unto ſin v.“ And he encourages 
them in this by the advantage which their new 
ſtate in Chriſt gave them over ſin, being freed 
from the condemning law which gave ſtrength to 
it:“ For (ſays he) fin ſhall not have dominion over 
« you; for ye are not under the law, but under 

« grace.“ 


| Rom, vi. 1, 2. m Ver. 3, 4, 5. n Ver. & 
» Ver. 10, 11. P Ver. I, I 3, 
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c grace v. The mortification of fin is alſo held 
forth as the import of baptiſm in Col. ii. 11, 12. 
« In whom alſo ye are circumciſed with the cir- 
« cumciſion made without hands, in putting off 
« the body of the ſins of the fleſh, by the circum- 
« cifion of Chriſt; buried with him in baptiſm,” 
&c. The « body of the fins of the fleſh” is the 
whole frame of indwelling fin, which is both in- 
fluenced by the fleſhly body, and alſo exerts it- 
ſelf by means of it, uſing the members thereof as 
its inſtruments in fulfilling its various deſires and 
luſts, which are wholly earthly, ſenſual, and 
deviliſh. To be governed by this body of fin is 
to be in the fleſb, to mind the things of the fleſh, 
and to live after the fleſh”; and ſuch are termed 
(xi ſouliſh, animal, or ſenſual, in oppoſition 
to their being ſpiritual, or having the Spirit“. 
Now our burial in baptiſm repreſents the deſtruc- 
tion of this body of fin, or our putting it off, as 
the body is put off by death; for “ they that are 
« Chriſt's have crucified the fleſh with the affec- 
« tions and Julls ©,” and “ through the Spirit do 
« mortify the deeds of the body u.“ Peter alſo 
conſiders this as ſignified in baptiſm, and an ef- 
fect of Chriſt's death and reſurrection. He ſays, 
« Chriſt alſo hath once ſuffered for fins, the juſt 
t for the unjuſt that he might bring us to God), 
« being put to death in the fleſh, but quickened 
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« by the Spirit.“ And having obſerved that 
baptiſm doth now fave us by this?, he ſhows that 
the influence of Chriſt's death upon us mult be 
mortification of ſin, and conformity to him in 
lis ſufferings: 4 Foraſmuch then as Chriſt hath 
« ſuffered for us in the fleſh, arm yourſelves like- 
« wife with the ſame mind; for he that hath fuf- 
« fered in the fleſh hath ceaſed from ſin; that he 
« no longer ſhould live the reſt of his time in the 
« fleſh to the luſts of men, but to the will of 
« God*.” But as Chriſt's death will not have 
this effect unleſs it be publiſhed and made known, 
he adds, “ For, for this cauſe alſo was the goſpel 
« preached to the dead,” viz. in treſpaſſes and 
fins, „that they might be judged according to 
« men in the fleſh, i. e. mortified as to their 
former luſts and courſe of life while natural men 
in the fleſh, “ but live according to God in the 
« Spirit *.” So Paul, ſpeaking of the effect of 
Chriſt's croſs upon himſelf, fays, „by which the 
« world is crucified to me, and I unto the 
« world®.” In ſhort, baptiſm repreſents the old 
man to he ſlain, put off, and buried in ſuch a man- 
ner as that he thall neither ever rife in judgment 
to our condemnation, nor any longer exerciſe 
dominion in our bodies that we ſhould obey his 

luits. 
Our reviviſcence, or reſurrection to a new life 
of holineſs, in conformity to Chriſt's reſurrection 
from 


x 1 Pet. iii. 18. y Ver. 20, 21, 22. 2 Chap. iv. I. 2. 
a Ver. 6, b Gal. vi. 14. 


C.J 
from the dead, and by virtue derived from it, is 
alſo repreſented in baptiſm by our rifing again 
out of the water. This view of it is likewiſe 
held forth in the forecited texts: We are buried 
« with him by baptiſm into death, (iz) to the 
« end that like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the 
te dead by the glory of the Father, even ſo we 
« alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of life ©.” Chriſt 
was raiſed up from the death which he ſuffered 
for our ſins by the glory, 1. e. by the Spirit of 
the Father, called alſo the power of God*, his 
mighty powerf; and it is the energy of that ſame 
Spirit which quickened Jeſus, and dwells in him 
as the riſen head, that begets us to the faith of 
him by the word, unites us to him as living 
members of his hody, and ſo quickens and raiſes 
us up to a new life of conformity to him in ho- 
lineſs. Thus by participating of the Spirit of 
life in Chriſt Jeſus, we are * married to him who 
« js raiſed from the dead, that we ſhould bring 
« forth fruit unto Gods.“ Anſwerable to this 
import of baptiſm, the Apoſtle exhorts believers 
to « yield themſelves unto God as thoſe that are 
« alive from the dead; and their members as in- 
« ſtruments of righteouſneſs unto God.“ In his 
epiſtle to the Coloſſians, having ſhown that they 
were « buried with Chriſt in baptiſm,” he adds, 
« wherein alſo you are rifen with him through 


« the faith of the operation of God who hath 
&« raiſed 


e 2 Cor. xit. 4. 
h Chap. vi. 13: 


d 1 Pet, iii. 18. 
g Rom. vii. 4. 
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« raiſed him from the dead. And you being 
« dead in your fins, and the uncircumciſion of 
« your fleſh, hath he quickened together with 
« him, having forgiven you all treſpaſſesi.” This 
explains the nature of our ſpiritual reſurrection 
with Chriſt in baptiſm; it is “ through faith,” 
or believing on God as having raiſed up Jeſus 
our Lord from the dead, who was delivered 
for our offences, and was raiſed again for out 
juitification*; and this faith is not of ourſelves, 
but © of the operation of God,” being produced 
by the ſame divine power © which raiſed Chriſt 
« from the dead*.” When therefore the Holy 
Spirit which quickened Chriſt, by his almighty 
and inexplicable energy, makes men perceive the 
import and evidence of the goſpel-teſtimony re- 
ſpeting Chriſt's death and reſurrection, ſo as to 
believe it in their heart as the teſtimony of God, 
whoſe glory ſhines forth therein, then they who 
were dead in their ſins by a legal ſentence of con- 
demnation, and alſo in the uncircumciſion of 


their fleſh by the dominion of the body of fin, 
are 


„The operation of God“ is here mentioned either as the 
productive cauſe of faith itſelf, according to Eph. ii. 8. or of 
Chriſt” s reſurrection, as in chap. i. 19, 20. which is the object of 
of faith, Rom. x. 9. [ have taken in both ſenſes; and in either 
view it proves to a demonſtration, that none are benefited by 
baptiſm, or raiſed with Chriſt therein, but ſuch as have the 
faith of the operation of God which raiſed Chriſt; nor can they 
deve any viſible right to that ordinance till they profeſs this 


21th. 


i Col. ii. 12, 13. k Rom. iv. 24, 25» 
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are quickened together with him; being not only 
forgiven all their former treſpaſſes, but alſo fur- 
niſhed with the principles of a new life of holi- 
neſs. For ſuch is the nature of the goſpel-teſti- 
mony, that if we believe it, it muſt produce in 
our minds peace with God, jey in him, and the 
hope of his glory; and this mult be attended with 
love to him for his great love therein commended 
towards finners®. And as the life which we 
now begin to live in the fleſh is not by our own 
righteouſneſs, but by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved us and gave himſelf for us; ſo this 
love of Chriſt will conſtrain us to live unto him, 
« becauſe we thus judge, that if one died for all, 
« then all have died; and that he died for all, 
« that they who live ſhould not henceforth live 
« unto themſclves, but unto him who died for 
« them and roſe again.“ Such motives pre- 
vailing in our minds throngh the power of the 
Holy Spirit, and exciting our ſupreme affection 
and joyful hope, muſt neceſſarily influence us to 
live no longer the reſt of our time in the fleſh to 
the luſts of men, but to the will of God; whilſt, 
at the ſame time, we will often find it needful, 
in this imperfect ſtate, to attend to the cautions 
of the ſame Spirit, not to be « high-minded, but 
fear a;“ and that “ if we live after the fleſh we 
ce ſhall dier.“ The Apoſtle ſays to the believing 

I | Galatians, 


m Ver. 8. 1 John iv. 19. n Gal. 
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Galatians, “ For as many of you as have been 
« baptized into Chriſt, have put on Chriſts.” 
Baptiſm repreſented their putting on Chriſt as 
their righteouſneſs, in whom they have accep- 
tance, the adoption of children, and a title to the 
inheritance, and, in conſequence of this, their 
putting on confarmity to him in his holy charac- 
ter and life: and ſo the phraſe “ putting on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt” is oppoſed to « making pro- 
e viton for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof * ;” 
and it is equivalent to our * putting on the new 
« man, which is renewed in knowledge after the 
image of him that created him.” This is that 
ſpiritual reſurrection which is repreſented in bap- 
'iſm, wherein believers are riſen with Chriſt 
through the faith of the operation of God who 
hath raiſed him from the dead, that like as he 
was raiſed up by the glory of the Father, even fo 
they alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of life. And in 
reference to this, the Apoſtle exhorts the belie- 
ving Coloſſians, «If ye then be riſen with Chriſt, 
« ſeek thoſe things which are above where Chriſt 
« ſitteth on the right-hand of God. Set your 
« affections on things above, not on things on 
« the earth.“ This he enforces by motives-drawn 
both from their preſent ſtate and future glory: 
For ye are dead,” viz. to the Jaw, ſin, and the 
world, by communion with Chriſt in his death; 
«and your life,” to which ye are riſen with Chriſt, 
and enjoy ar preſent by faith and hope, “ is hid 
E ce with 
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« with Chriſt in God.” But “ when Chriſt who 
« js our life ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo ap- 
« pear with him in glory .“ 

(J.) Laſtly, Baptiſm ultimately ſignifies the 
death of this mortal body, and our reſurrection 
ſrom the dead to inherit eternal liſe; which is 
our complete conformity to Chriſt, who was 
« put to death in the fleſh, but quickened by the 
cc Spirit *.“ 

As to the death of the body; it has been alrea- 
dy obſerved, that immerſion repreſents a death 
and burial, which imports an entire extinction of 
life, and ſo ſignifies, not a partial, but total de- 
ſtruction of the body of ſin”; and that not mere- 
ly as to its reigning power over us, but as to its 
very being and exiſtence in us. It repreſents our 
putting it off, as we put off this earthly tabernacle 
by death“. Now this will never be fully accom- 
pliſhed until we actually put off the body itſelf, 
in which it remains as a law in the members 
warring againſt the law of the mind* : for while 
believers are in this life, « the fleſh luſteth againſt 
« the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the fleſh; and 
« theſe are contrary the one to the other; ſo that 
ce they cannot do the things that they would.” 
Though our old man was crucified with Chriit 
in his death, as to his power to condemn ©; and 
though believers, through the Spirit of Chrili 

dwelling 
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a Rom. vii. 21, 22, 23. 
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dwelling in them, have already put him off in 
reſpect of his dominion, and rule*; yet the re- 
mains of him ſtill lurks and ſtirs in their fleſh; 


ſo that while they are in the body they have a!- 


ways need to be exhorted to “ put off, concern- 
« ing the former converſation, the old man which 
« is corrupt according to the deceitful Juſts®,” 
Paul, during the whole courſe of his Chriſtian 
race and warfare, had to keep under his body, 
and bring it into ſubjectionf, and did not expect 
a complete freedom from the law in hig members 
till he ſhould be delivered from the body itſelf; 
and therefore exclaims, „O wretched man that 
« I am, who ſhall deliver me from this body of 
« death?” i. e. from this mortal body®, He con- 
ſidered fin ſo inveterately rooted in his fleſh, that, 
like the fretting leproſy under the law, it could 
never be entirely eradicated till the earthly houſe 
of this tabernacle was pulled down; and for this, 
as for other reaſons, he groans, being burdened, 
to be abſent from the bodyi. As, therefore, im- 
merſion ſignifies the entire deſtruction of indwel- 
ling ſin, it muſt reſer ultimately to the death of 
the mortal body, when the following words ſhall 
be verified not only in their ſpiritual, but full and 
literal ſenſe, „He that is dead is freed from fin,” 
« he that hath ſuffered in the fleſh hath ceaſed 
« from ſin l.“ Chriſt's immerſion in Jordan was 


E 2 a 

d Col. iii. 9, 10. c Fph. iv. 22. f x Cor. ix. 27. 

Kom. vi. 24. h Lev. xiv. 44, 45. i 2 Cor, v. 1—9. 
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x figure of his being put to death in the fleſh, as 
well as of his being quickened by the Spirit, in 
alluſion to which he terms his death a baptiſm"; 
and as he informs Nicodemus, that a man muſt be 
born of water in order to his entering the king- 
dom of God, ſo he alſo intimates to his diſci- 
ples, that they muſt undergo the baptiſm of death 
before they can enjoy the honours and happineſs 
of his heavenly kingdom®; for fleth and blood 
cannot inherit itꝰ . Though believers are already 
juſtified through faith in the blood of Chriſt, and 
quickened to a new ſpiritual life by his Spirit 
dwelling in them; yet ſtill “ the body is dead be- 
cauſe of fin?, it being under the ſentence of death 
denounced upon the tranſgreſſion of Adam”, 
The redemption by Chriſt does not prevent the 
execution of this original ſentence upon the body, 
but converts it into a benefit*; for hereby they 
are entirely freed from all their remaining con- 
nection with, and conformity to the firſt man, 
in order to their being completely conformed to 
the ſecond*. 

That baptiſm alſo ſignifies the reſurrection of 
the ſaints from the dead to inherit eternal life 
with Chriſt, is plain from 1 Cor. xv. 29. « Elſe 
« what ſhall they do who are baptized for the 


« dead, if the dead rife not at all? why are they 
ce then 


o Mat. xx. 22, 23. 
r Gen. iii. 19. 
t 1 Cor. x. 


n John iii. 5. 
q Rom. viii. IT. 
s 1 Cor. ili. 22. Rev. xiv, 13. 


m Luke xii. 50. 
PI Cor. xv. 50. 
Rom. v. 12. 


47, 48, 49. 
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« then baptized for the dead?” Some among the 
Corinthians denied the reſurrection of the dead®. 
This error, the Apoſtle ſhows, ſubverted the whole 
goſpel which he had preached unto them *; im- 
plied that Chriſt himſelf was not riſen, conſe- 
quently, that they were yet in their fins; and 
that they who are fallen aſleep in Chriſt are pe- 
riſhed?. In the words above quoted, he intimates, 
that by denying the reſurrection they ſet aſide 
the crowning deſign of their baptiſm, and render- 
ed it of no conſequence, making it merely a bap- 
tilm for the dead, i. e. for, or in the name or 
Chriſt, conſidered only as in the ſtate of the 
dcad, without any reference to his having riſen 
as the firſt-fruits of them that ſlept, or to 
their own reſurrection in conſequence thereof“; 
whereas baptiſm repreſents not only Chriſt's death 
and burial, but alſo his riſing again from the 
dead, and our reſurrection by him. It has been 
already obſerved, that baptiſm is the ſign of re- 
generation, as that word is commonly taken for 
converſion or the new birth, according to John 
tit. 3, 5- But the ſcripture ſenſe of the word 
(%. REGENERATION is more compre- 
B. 3. henſive. 
This appears to me to be the meaning of © baptized (dvi 
© v:xpuv) for the dad. But whatever be the preciſe ſenſe of 
that expreſſion, the ſcope of the paſſage, and the queſtions, 
* What ſhall they do who are baptized, if the dead rife not at 
all? why are they then baptized?” evidently ſhow, that the 
Apoſtle conſidered baptiſin as a pledge of the reſurrection, and 
was at a loſs to aſſign any meaning or end to it, upon ſuppol.- 
tion that the dead rife not at all. 
u 1 Cor. xv, 13. x Ver. 1-12. y Ver. 13—19, 


L263 


henſive. It occurs but in two places of the New 
Teſtament ; in one of which it evidently ſigni- 
fies the reſurrection of the juſt, or the reſtitution 
of all things. Thus when Peter ſaid to Chriſt, 
« Behold, we have forſaken all and followed thee, 
« what ſhall we have therefore? Jeſus ſaid unto 


« them, Verily, I ſay unto you, that ye who have 


« followed me*, in the REGENERATION when 
« the Son of man ſhall ſit upon the throne of his 
« plory, ye alſo ſhall fit upon twelve thrones 
« judging the twelve tribes of Iſrael *.” . d. Ye 
who have forſaken all and followed me in this 
world, ſhall, in the regeneration, or at the reſur- 
rection, fit upon twelve thrones, &c. for that 
is the time when they ſhall be recompenſed *. 
The reſurrection is a regeneration in the moſt 
proper ſenſe, and is that to which our baptiſm 
and ſpiritual regeneration ultimately refer; for 
< he ſaves us by the laver of regeneration and re- 
« newing of the Holy Ghoſt (.) to the end that 
« we ſhould be made heirs according to the hope 
« of eternal life,” Though believers are now 
the adopted ſons of God ©, and regenerated of 
the incorruptible ſeed of the word by the Spirit“, 
yet ſtill they are “ waiting for the adoption, 

« to 


* By inſerting a comma after the words followed me, as 13 
done in a great many Greek and other copies, regeneration Will 
refer to the time © when the Son of man ſhall fit upon the 
« throne of his glory,” and the ſenſe appear at once. 


a Luke xiv. 14. b Tit. iii. 5, 6,7. 
d 1 Pet. i. 23. John iii. 5. 


2 Mat. ix. 27, 28. 
e 1 John iti. 2. 
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« to wit, the redemption of their body*,” when 
they ſhall be regenerated from death, in comfor- 
mity to Chriſt the firſt begotteff of the dead, and, 
be the children of God as the children of the re- 
ſurrectionꝭ, having the body of their humiliation 
changed and faſhioned like unto Chriſt's glorious 
body®.——The Apoſtle, diſtinguiſhing the preſent 
from the reſurrection body, ſays i, “ There is 
« an animal“ (or ſouliſh) body, and there is a 
« ſpiritual body,” i. e. a body refined from every 
groſs and corruptible quality, and quickened by 
the Holy Spirit: and he gives Adam as the pat- 
tern and original of the former, and Chriſt of the 
latter: “ And ſo it is written k, The firſt man 
Adam was made (ty! became) a living ſoul ;“ 
his body, formed of the duſt, being quickened 
by the breath of God (use) into an animal ſenſitive 
frame, fitted for the functions and enjoyments 
of the earthly life. This was the quickening ot 
all his poſterity in their root; the original of that 
life which animates them for a ſeaſon, but is now 
I loaded 


Not ui, natural, but Lu yimev, ſoulifh, animal, or ſenſitive; 
hence the mere ſons of Adam, with their higheſt endowment-:, 
vhether natural or acquired, are termed (vx) ſenſual or 
animal, as not having the Spirit of Chriſt, Jude, ver. 9. and to 
the ſame word ſhould alſo be rendered in 1 Cor, ii. 14. and in 
ver. 44, 46. of this chapter. 

+ Vu», /oul, here, is his proof for the (7zwa yvyinos) ſeulifo 
body mentioned above; and is oppoſed to the (Trreuua) Spirit, 
which is the quickening principle of the (road wrivgalinoy) 
ritual body, 

e Rom. viii. 23. Rev. i. 5. g Luke xx. 36. 
N Philip. iii. 21. i I Cor. xv. 44, 47. k Gen. it, 7. 
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loaded with much trouble, and forfeited by bis. 


tranſgreſſioni. But « the laſt Adam was made 


c (or. became“) a quickening Spirit; “ being not. 


only quickened by the Spirit® to a heavenly and 
immortal life from the dead , but alſo poſſeſſing 
this life in. himſelf to quicken whom: he will“. 
Thus he is the beginning of the new creation of 
God®, the ſource of a life inſinitely tranſcending 
that which was forſeited even in its beſt eſtate. 
This Spirit of life which is in Jeſus the riſen head, 
he communicates to all his members to quicken 
them to a ſpiritual life of conformity to him in 
this world, and it is in them.a well of water 
ſpringing up into everlaſting life ; being not only 
the firſt-fruits and earneſt of it", but the very li- 
ving principle that ſhall quicken their mortal bo- 
dies at the laſt day, and fully conform them to 
the image of the heavenly man“. With this 
agrees what the Apoſtle ſays to the Romans in 
chap. viii. 9, 10, 11. But ye are not in the 
« fleſh, but in the Spirit, if ſo be that the Spirit 
of God dwell in you. Now if any man have 

« not 


# 


* This ſupplement agrees better with tue in the former 
clauſe. Adam, by the breath of life breathed into him, became 
a living ſoul, and the ſource of natural. life to his poſterity: 
Chriſt being quickened from death by the Spirit, became the 
ſource of a ſpiritual, heavenly and eternal life to as many as the 
Father hath given him, John xiv. 19. and xvu. 2. 


m Pet. iii. 18. n Rom. vi. 9. 
p Rev. i. 5. with iii. 14. 
s 1 Cor, 


] Gen. iii. 17—20. 
o John v. 21, 26. 2 Cor. iv. 14. 
q John iv. 14. r Rom. viii. 23. Eph. i. 14. 
xv. 94. 


te n 
« A 
«cc e: 
« x1 
« tþ 
cc v0 
« jh 
«« 5] 
fent 
love 
avi. 
It h: 
inter 
of a 
view 
« th: 
© chi 
« thi 
« ble 
time 
choſe 
blood 
livere 
ed fre 
the pi 
For t! 
of the 
having 
lim p1 


t Sce ] 
Rev. x 


* 2 * La — 9 


CY 


« not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his. 
« And if Chriſt be in you, the body 1s dead be- 
« cauſe of ſin; but the Spirit is life, becauſe of 
« righteouſneſs. And (Ji) if the Spirit of him 
« that raiſed up Jeſus from the dead dwell in 
« you, he that raiſed up Chriſt from the dead 
hall alſo quicken your mortal bodies, by his 
“Spirit that dwelleth in you.” Chriſt is repre- 
ſented as the Bridegroom of lus church, whom he 
loved and purchaſed by giving himſelf for her, 
ſiaving cleanſed in the laver of water by the word. 
It has already been ſhown that baptiſm is here 
intended, and it is conſidered under the notion 
of a nuptial waſhing or purification *, in the 
view of her being preſented to her huſband, or, 
« that he may preſent her to himſelf, a glorious 
« church not having ſpot or wrinkle or any ſuch 
« thing, but that ſhe ſhould be holy and without 
« blemiſh®,” This muſt ultimately refer to the 
time of Chriſt's ſecond coming, when the whole 
choſen company whom he hath waſhed in his 
blood, and ſanctified by his Spirit, ſhall be de- 
livered from the bondage of corruption, redeem- 
cd from the grave, and preſented faultleſs before 
the preſence of his glory with exceeding, joy“. 
For then, in the fulleſt ſenſe, ſhall the marriage 
of the Lamb be come, when his eſpouſed wife, 
laving made herſelf ready, ſhall be preſented unto 
lim prepared as a bride adorned for her huſband?, 

a 


See Eſth. ii. 3,9. u Eph. v. 25, 26, 27. x Jude, ver. 24. 
7 Rev, xix. 7, 8, 9. and xxi. 2. 
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4 glorious church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, but 
perfectly free from all ſin, blemiſh, or deformity 
of every kind. Then ſhall the royal nuptials be 
celebrated with never-eycing gladneſs, and the 
bleſſedneſs of the ſaints be complete in being ever 
with the Lord, beholding his glory, in being made 
like unto him, and in partaking with him in his 
fulneſs of joy and pleaſures for evermore :. 

Thus I have endeavoured to lay before you the 
import or ſignification of baptiſm; and from the 
various paſſages of Scripture where it 1s-mention- 
ed, we have ſeen, That it is the ſign of ſpiritual 
regeneration, or the new birth, without which 
we cannot enter into the kingdom of God;—of 
the waſhing away of ſin, both as to its guilt anc. 
pollution, or of juſtification and ſanCtification; 
and eſpecially that it repreſents the death, burial, 
and reſurrection of Chriſt as the ground of hope — 
the believer's union and communion with him 
therein—his ſpiritual conformity to him, in dy- 
ing unto ſin and riſing to anew life of holineſs — 
and his full and complete conformity to him in 
the death of his mortal body, and in his reſur- 
rection to a heavenly and immortal life from the 


dead. So that this divine ordinance is pregnant. 


with the richeſt meaning, and is wiſely and gra- 
ciouſly appointed as a means for ſtrengthening 
the faith, confirming the hopes, exciting the love, 
and promoting the holineſs and conſolation of be- 

lievers, 


2 John xvii. 24. I John iii. 2. Pſal. xvi, 11. 
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licvers, for whom only it is intended, and who 
alone can reap any beneſit from it. 

I have dwelt rather too long upon this head; 
but I imagine the importance of the ſubject, and 
the general inattention paid to it, will plead my 
excuſe, 


Baptiſm an indiſpenſible pre-requiſite to viſible 
Church-fellowfhip, and Communion in the Lord's 
Supper. 


Ix the beginning of this letter, I took notice of 
our objection to our conduct in this particular, 
and promiſed to anſwer it. Your words are: 
« But granting your view of baptiſm to be per- 
« fectly agrecable to the original inſtitution, yet 
« {till I think you lay an undug ſtreſs upon that 
« ordinance when you make it a term of commu- 
nion. As it muſt be admitted that there are 
many ſincere Chriſtians who are differently 
© minded from you on that ſubject, I cannot 
help thinking, that your refuſing communion 
to ſuch, merely on that account, is contrary to 
« charity, and making a poſitive initicution, or 
« external rite, of 2s much importance as moral 
« precepts, or the faith itſelf, wherein all true 
« Chriſtians are one, whereby it becomes an oc- 
« caſion of dividing the real children of God.” 

It is very ſurpriſing, that while you acknow- 
ledge baptiſm to be an ordinance of Chriſt, and 
even ſuppoſe that we obſerve it agreeable to his 

inſtitution, 


— 
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inſtitution, you ſhould yet object to us for refu- 
ſing communion to ſuch as, upon this ſuppoſi. 
tion, are entirely without baptiſm, and have ſub. 
ſtituted a human invention in its place. I muſt 
be ſo free as to tell you, that this objection ar- 
gues no great reverence for Chriſt's authority, or 
acquaintance either with the nature of true cha- 
rity or church-communion; but proceeds at bot- 
tom from an opinion, that the inſtitutions of 
Chriſt are not abſolutely binding, but may be ſa- 
crificed to our good opinion of men. It is very 
remarkable, that in proportion as that kind of 
charity you plead for bulks in your eye, in the 
ſame proportion does the importance and obliga- 
tion of Chriſt's inſtitutions ſink in your eſteem; 
hence you diſtinguiſh his precepts into moral and 
poſitive, as if the latter ſort were not ſo much to 
be regarded as the former, nor his authority the 
ſame in both; and you ſpeak of baptiſm in par- 
ticular in ſuch diminutive terms, as too plainly 
indicate that the authority of its Inſtitutor has 
not its proper weight upon your conſcience, 
Was it not the tranſgreſſion of a poſitive law 
which introduced fin and death into the world? 
You may approve of moral precepts upon the 
principles of pure Deiſm, as perce.ving them 
founded in nature and reaſon; but you cannot 
be influenced to this by Chriſt's authority, while 
you make light of his poſitive inſtitutions, in 
which that authority appears more ſimple and 


conſpicuous. We hold it as a fixed principle, 
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that there can be no real Chriſtianity without 
charity; but at the ſame time we are fully per- 
ſuaded, that true charity muſt ever conſiſt with 
a ſtrict and conſcientious adherence to all things 
whatſoever Chriſt hath commanded, and that no 
true Chriſtian communion can take place upon 
the avowed principle, that one of the leaſt of his 
laws ſhould be diſpenſed with in favour of any, 
however ſerious they may appear, and however 
much cauſe we may have to eſteem them on other 
accounts; for we can never be ſo certain of the 
Chriſtianity of ſuch as refuſe to ſubmit to Chriſt's 
ordinances, after they have been ſet before them, 
as we are of the ordinances themſelves, and of 
the indiſpenfible obligation that lies upon all 
Chriſtians to obſerve them. We admit, that 
there is but one faith eſſential to ſalvation, viz. 
That Jeſus is the Chriſt the Son of God, that he 
was delivered for the offences and raiſed again 
tor the juſtification of finners*, and that whoſo- 
ever believeth this ſhall be faved® : But we think 
it no diſparagement of this one faith to maintain, 
that there is alſo one baptiſm which correſponds 
with ite, and which, by the will of its Inſtitutor, 
is inſeparably connected, at leaſt, with the ſcrip- 
tural confeſſion of that faith“, and ſo eſſentially 
neceſſary to the viſible communion of ſaints. 
Beſides theſe general hints, we offer the follow- 


F ing 


a John xx. 31. Rom. iv. 24, 25. b Rom. x. 9. 
c Eph. iv. 5. d Mark xvi. 16, 
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ing reaſons for holding believer-baptiſm as a term 
of viſible communion. | 


1. Baptiſm is of indiſpenſible obligation upon 


all Chriſtians who can poſſibly obtain it, becauſe 


Chriſt hath commanded it, and becauſe he had 


ſuſſicient power and authority to do ſo.— 1. That 
Chriſt hath inſtituted baptiſm admits of no doubt; 
for he fays, “ Go teach all nations, baptizing 
« them®;” which is not only a command to his 
apoſtles to baptize, but to thoſe whom they made 
diſciples to be baptizedf; for how could the a- 
poſtles adminiſter baptiſm, if none were obliged 
to receive it? The ſame command we have in 
Mark xvi. 16.“ Go ye into all the world, and 
« preach the goſpel to every creature. He that 
« bclieveth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved.” 
The obligation to be baptized is the ſame here 
with the obligation to believe the goſpel; for it is 
not ſimply ſaid, “he that believeth,” bur « he 
ce that bclieveth, and is baptized;” ſo that what- 


ever difference there is between theſe two in other 


reſpects, there is none in point of obligation. It 
can admit of no doubt that our Lord means bap- 
tiſm in water; for ſo his inſpired apoſtles: under- 
ſtood him, as appears from their practice, Acts 
viii. 38. how elſe could the forbidding of water 
be a withſtanding of Gods? This command is 
not limited to any particular nation; for he bids 
them © teach all nations, baptizing them.” Nor 

is 


e Mat. xxvili. 19. See AQs ii. 38. x. 48. and xxii. 16. 


g AQs x. 47. and xi. 17, 
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is it confined to the apoſtolic age; 'for he pro- 
miſes to be with his diſciples in obſerving it, 
« alway, even unto the end of the world®.” — 
2. That Chriſt had ſufficient power and autho- 
rity to inſtitute baptiſm and every other ordi- 
ordinance of the goſpel, and an indiſputable right 
to our obedience, cannot poſſibly be denied by 
any Chriſtian. The Father declares him to be 
his beloved Son in whom he is well pleaſed, and 
commands us to hear himi. He hath loved the 
Son, and given all things into his hand*; he hath 
put all things under his feet, and given him to 
be head over all things to the church !; and up- 
on this ſupreme power and authority with which 
he is veſted he grounds the commiſſion to dif- 
ciple and baptize: „ All power is given unto me 
©« in heaven and in earth; go ye, THEREFORE, 
« diſciple all nations, baptizing them,“ &c. 
To diſpute Chriſt's power to make laws, or his 
rightful title and claim to our obedience, is in 
fact to deny that he is the Chriſt, and to renounce 
Chriſtianity altogether. His having all power in 
heaven and in earth, excludes not only all rival, 
but conjunct authority, either in angels or men, 
to ſet aſide, diſpenſe with, alter, or add to his 
laws, he being the alone Sovereign and ſole 
Lawgiver of his church. Accordingly the latter 
part of the commiſſion runs thus: “ Teaching 
« them” (i. e. the baptized diſciples) « to obſerve 

EA &« all 


h Mat. xxvili. 20. i Chap. xvii. 5. k John iu, 35. 
| Eph, i. 22, 23. m Mat. xzviii. 18, 19. 
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e all things whatſoever I have commanded you®.” 
They were to teach them to obſerve only what he 
had commanded; and not their own inventions, or 
the traditions and commandments of meno; to 
teach them all things whatſoever he had com- 
manded, without keeping back, making lightof, or 
diſpenſing with any of the leaſt of his command- 
ments. Now if Chriſt has inſtituted baptiſm 
as a ſtanding ordinance to the end of the world, 
if he had ſufficient power and authority to do ſo, 
and if neither angels nor men have any right to 
diſpenſe with, or alter his inſtitutions, then the 
baptiſm of believers muſt be of indiſpenfible ob- 
ligation, and fo effentially neceſſary to viſible 
church communion. | 

2. The order m which baptiſm ſtands in the 
commiſſion, proves it to be an indiſpenſible pre- 
requiſite to church communion. It comes im- 
mediately after being made diſciples by preaching 
the goſpel to them, and before they are faugbt to 
obſerve all things whatſoever Chriſt hath com- 
manded. The ſupreme Lawgiver has expreſsly 
enjoined—firſt, to make diſciples then, immedi- 
ately to batize the diſciples—laſtly, to teach the 
baptized diſciples to obſerve, keep, or obey his 
laws or inſtitutions. It muſt be admitted, that 
church-fellowſhip and the Lord's Supper fall 
under the laft head; and if ſo, then, according to 


the order of the commiſhon, men can no more 
be 


n Mat. zxviil. 20. o Chap. xv. 4, 5,6. Col. ii 8. 
p Mat. v. 19. Acts xx. 20, 27. 
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be admitted to church-fellowſhip or the Lord's 
Supper before baptiſm than they can be admitted 
to baptiſm before they profeſs the ſaith. 

(2.) The apoſtles ſtrictly adhered to the order 
ſtated in the commiſſion, and never admitted any 
to church-fellowſhip till once they were baptized. 
On the day of Pentecoſt, Peter firſt preaches the 
c9/pel, and exhorts the convicted Jews to repent 
and be baptized in the name of Jeſus Chriſt for 
the remiſſion of fins - Then they that gladly 
« reccived lis word were baptized” — Laſtly, the 
vaptized diſciples were added to the church, and 
obſerved all things whatſoever Chriſt had com- 
manded; for it follows, “ and the ſame day there 
** were added unto them about three thouſand 
+ fouls. And they continued ſtedfaſtly in. the 


« apoltles' doctrine, and fellowſhip, and in break - 


ing of bread, and in prayers*.” Through the 
hole hiſtory of the Acts we find them obſerving 
che ſame order. They went about every where 
preaching the goſpel—thoſe who believed it were 
immediately baptized — of ſuch baptized belie- 
vers only did they form churches—and to ſuch 
churches did they deliver the ordinances. to keep: 
os they had received them of the Lord*. 

(3-) This order is not accidental, but founded 
in the very nature of things. Baptiſm is the ſign. 
of our ſpiritual birth, and entrance into the king- 
dom of God; but church-fellowſhip and the 

F 3 Lord's 
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Lord's Supper repreſent us as already entered in- 
to his kingdom, and feaſting upon Chriſt's ſacri- 
fice*, Now as we cannot in the nature of things 
have a place in the kingdom of God before we 
enter it, nor feed upon Chriſt till once we are 
born from above, and poſſeſſed of ſpiritual life; 
ſo, if there is any correſpondence in the ſigns to 
what they reſpectively ſignify, we can with no 
propriety be added to a viſible church, and par- 
take of the Lord's Supper, till once we receive 
baptiſm, the ſign of our regeneration and entrance 
into the kingdom of God. Whether, therefore, 
we conſider the order of our Lord's commiſſion 
the practice of his inſpired apoſtles in execu- 
ting it—or the nature and import of the ordi- 
nances themſelves, it is clear, that baptiſm muſt 
always precede admiſhon to a church, or com- 
munion in the Lord's Supper. 

You will perhaps make a diſtinction between 
the in/litutions of Chrift and the terms of commu- 
nion, between our obligation to obſerve them our- 
ſelves and our right to urge them upon other: 
who may defire fellowſhip with us. But we can 
admit of no ſuch diſtinctions; for, 

I. 'The very. nature of church-communion re- 
quires, that we ſhould not only obſerve Chriſt's 
inſtitutions ourſelves, but alſo take heed that our 
brethren obſerve them likewiſe. Chriſtians ſe- 
parated from the world and connected together 
in a church ſtate agreeable to the word of God, 

have 


x 1 Cor. v. 7, 8. 
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have a peculiar relation to, and concern in each 
other. They are united together as members of 
one body, that they ſhould have the ſame care 
one for another). The bond of their union is the 
truth, and mutual /ove for the truth's ſake, as 


. perceiving it viſibly dwelling in each other*, by 


the confeſſion of the mouth and obedience of the 


life. By this appearance they know one another 


to be the proper objects of that love which Chriſt 
has enjoined in his new commandment*; and 
without it they could not poſſibly love one ano- 
ther for the truth's ſake, or be united in the 
bonds of the goſpel. They muſt therefore be 
deeply intereſted in one another's principles and 
conduct. Accordingly, they are commanded to 
exhort one another daily leſt any of them be 
hardened through the deceitfulneſs of ſinb, to 
look diligently leſt any man fail of the grace of 
Gode, to warn them that are unruly, &c. 
which implies, that they have a mutual charge 
one of another, and cannot ſay, like Cain, « Am 
« I my brother's keeper ? The diſcipline which 
Chriſt hath appointed in his houſe is ſtrongly 
expreſſive of the mutual concern they have in 
one another's ſentiments and practice . It is 
intended to preſerve purity of communion and 
the exerciſe of brotherly love, by enforcing obe- 
dience to his laws, reclaiming tranſgreſſors, and 


expelling 
y I Cor. xii. 25. 2 2 John, ver. 1, 2. a ſohn 
Llii. 34, 35. b Heb. iii. 13. c Chap. xii. 15. 


d 1 Theſſ. v. 14. e Mat. viii. 15-21. 
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expelling impenitent and incorrigible offenders. 
E Chriſt has given ſuch a power to his churches, 
they muſt have an undoubted right to exerciſe it, 
and be culpable in neglecting it; and ſo the 
whole church at Corinth are blamed for tolera- 
ting the inceſtuous perſonf, If a ſingle private 
treſpaſs, committed againſt a brother, muſt, with- 
out repentance, exclude from the communion, 
according to Mat. xviii. 17. by what rule are we 
to receive into our communion ſuch as neglect 
or deſpiſe a plain and public inſtitution of the 
Lord Jeſus Chnſt? This would be to aſſume a 
diſpenſing power, to connive at their neglect, 
and to become partakers of their fin; nay, iu 
many reſpects we would be more guilty and in- 
conſiſtent than they. More guilty, as knowing 
more of the obligation, nature, and importance 


of baptiſm than they are ſuppoſed to do. More 


inconſiſtent ; becauſe, atcording to our principles, 
we mult look upon them as entirely without bap- 
tiſm; whereas they either conſider themſelves as 
baptized in infancy, or have no principle reſpec- 
ting that ordinance at all, as we profeſs to have. 
Chriſt has committed his truths and ordinances 
to his churches to keep and hold faſt till he comet, 
but not to diſpenſe with in favour of any. We 


are therefore not only bound to obſerve his in- 


ſtitutions ourſelves as individuals, but to take 
heed that every member of the body with which 
we are connected obſerve them alſo, 


2. We 


f 1 Cor. v. g Rev. ii. 25. 


„ 
2. We hold every inſtitution of Chriſt to be 2 


term of communion; becauſe, ſhould we avowed- 
ly diſpenſe with any of them, we, by offending 
in one point, are guilty of all®; i. e. we diſre- 
gard the authority of Chriſt in one ordinance, 
which is the ſame in all, and ſo can have no 
proper regard to it in any; and hereby we alſo 
give up the general principle upon which we can 
conſiſtently hold any of his inſtitutions at all as 
terms of communion. Should one who is of the 
Quakers ſentiments as to the Lord's Supper, ap- 
ply for admiſſion, with what conſiſtency could 
we urge that ordinance upon him, after having 
diſpenſed with his baptiſm? We could not ſhow 
him from the word of God, that the Lord's Sup- 
per was inſtituted by a higher authority, is more 
important and indiſpenſible in its nature, more 
ſacred in its ſigns, or ſignificative of more valu- 
able bleſſings than baptiſm; and therefore to be 
conſiſtent with ourſelves, We behoved to yield 
that ordinance alſo, and ſo all the reſt which are 
founded ſolely upon Chriſt's authority. No 
ſcriptural reaſon can be aſſigned for preferring 
the Lord's Supper to baptiſm. To adopt the 
words of a ſenſible writer on this ſubject, When 
« we conſider how much more frequently bap- 
« tiſm is mentioned in the New Teſtament than 
« the ſacred ſupper; how often repenting and 
« believing ſinners are exhorted, by the apoſtles, 


« to be baptized; how ſon that ordinance was 
ic ad- 


h James ii. 10. 
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e adminiſtered to Chriſtian converts after they 
« believed; what exhortations are given to pro- 
« feſſing Chriſtians on the ground of their being 
« baptized; and when we reflect, that the Holy 
« Spirit commends them that were baptized by 
John, as “ juſtifying God;“ while he ſeverely 
« cenſures others, as © rejecting the counſel of 
« God againſt themſelves*,” being not baptized 
« of himi:” I fay, theſe things conſidered, it is 
amazing to obſerve in what ſmall eſtimation bap- 
tiſm is held by the generality of profeſſors in 
compariſon of the Lord's Supper; nay, the poſi- 
tive contempt with which that divine ordinance 
is treated by many, calling it a non-eſſential ex- 
ternal rite, a circumſtantial ceremony, a ſhadow, 
4 mere outward form, &c. But to think that 
ſome profeſſed Baptiſts themſelves ſhould treat it 
in the ſame profane manner,' to juſtify their novel 
ſcheme of 'free communion, is ſhocking beyond 
all degree f. They may boaſt of their pretended 

candour, 


®* Booth's Apology for the Baptiſts, p. 136. 
+ Several Baptiſt congregations in England admii unbaptized 


perſons into their communion, and ſo are denominated re- 


communion Baptiſls, Mr Booth, in his Apology, juſtly expoſes 

[the abſurdity and inconſiſtency of fuch a heterogeneous com- 
munion, eſpecially on the part of the Baptiſts, But notwith- 

ſtanding all he ſays againſt their i/legitimate charity (p.go—106), | 
am ſorry to find, that he differs very little at bottom from them as 
to that leading principle. He endeavoursto juſtify himſelf in em- 

ploying Pedobaptiſt preachers, p. 113—124,—acknowledyes the 

free-communion Baptiſts as his brethren—is © far from ſuſpec- 

« ting 
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candour, generoſity, liberality of ſentiment, and 

charity, in oppoſition to bigotry and narrow- 
mindedneſs; but it does not appear, nor is true . l 
charity obliged to admit, that ſuch truly fear | 
God, regard his authority, or tremble at his 
word, who can knowingly, deliberately, and 
from avowed principle, make light of any of his 1 
acknowledged inſtitutions, and aſſume a power 4 
to diſpenſe with them. | 
By making Baptiſm a term of communion, you 
ſay, „it becomes an occaſion of dividing the real 
children of God.” We admit the fact, but 
rcfule the blame. We freely admit, that there 
are multitudes of God's dear children unenligh- 
tened as to baptiſm: many of them have never 
attended to the ſubject; and others, through the 
influence of cuſtom and falſe inſtruction, have 
{:rioully taken up with infant-ſprinkling in its 
ſtead, 


ting that they want ſencerity, or violate the difates of conſcience ;"" 
—and vhillt he remonſtrates, aſſures his reader, © that he does 
© it without the /eaft impeachment of their integrity,” p. 145. 80 
that, in his -haritable judgment, men may diſpenſe with Chriſt's 
ackrowledęed inſtitutions, and avowedly hold them as matters 
of indiffecence with the molt perfe& Chriſtian ſincerity, conſci- 
entiouſnaſs, and integrity! And no doubt he will conſider him- 
{-If intiti-d to the like charitable compliment, whilſt in his turn 
he treats the apoſtolic prohibition of blood and things ſtrangled 
(Acts xv. 20, 29, and xxi. 25.) with the ſame indifference as they 
do buptiſm, p. 87. Thus the Chriſtian fincerity and integrity 
of men muſt ever be held ſacred, come of the truth what will; 
and while the precepts of the goſpel are made free with on all 
hides, charit;, it ſeems, is obliged to wink hard, and act the part 
of a fattering paraſite to human pride. 


' 0:3 


ſtead. It is alſo a fact, that whilſt they and we 1 
continue in our preſent ſentiments, we muſt re- plia 
main divided as to viſible church communion, WO1 
But the queſtion is, Which of us are to blame; rule 
we who obſerve and ſtand to the ſcripture rule, con 
or they who do not comply with it? The very neſe 
ſtate of the queſtion is a ſufficient anſwer to ſuch ſtia 
as hold the inſtitutions of Chriſt of indiſpenſible com 
obligation. We are grieved to think that ſo many But 


of the real children of God are living in the ne- con 
glect of the very firſt ordinance of the goſpel; we are 


endeavour to hold it forth to them conſiſtently dwe 

by our example, dectrine, and ſeparate commu- eſte 

nion; we cordially invite them to fellowſhip with be x 

us in this, and all the other inſtitutions of Chriſt, ther 

ö according to the order in which he has placed and 

| them; and we earneſtly pray to their Father and lies 
= ours, that he would diſpel their ignorance, re- in u 
| | move their prejudices, and ſubject their con- auth 
= ſciences to this and every other part of his reveal- requ 
i ed will; but while they remain in their preſent If 
= mind, we dare not meet them any nearer, nor men 
1 ſtep over the ſacred boundaries which Chriſt of C 

1 hath marked out in his word, in order to give ther 

q them the right hand of fellowſhip. 4 
= : This, you will ſay, is contraty to charity, Chri- wou 
= ſtian forbearance, and the apoſtolic exhortation ſame 
| to © receive one another as Chriſt alſo hath re- The 

b; « ceived us to the glory of God.“ | Ron 

4 3 It prec 


k Rom. xv. 7. 
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It is indeed very oppoſite to that profane com. 
pliant charity ſo much eried up in the religious 
world, which has neither the word of God for its 
rule, nor the truth for its object; which eſteems 
conſcientiouſneſs in error equivalent to ſound- 
neſs in the faith, and legitimates a kind of Chri- 
ſtianity which ſtands independent of keeping the 
commandments of God and the faith of Jeſus. 
But it is perfectly agreeable to true charity; which 
conſiſts in love to the truth, and to thoſe who 
are of the truth for its fake, as perceiving it 
dwelling in them by its genuine effects. If we 
eſteem all the commandments of the goſpel to 
be plain, important, and indiſpenſible; if we ſee 
them to be effects. of divine wiſdom, benevolence, 
and love; if we are perſuaded that mens intereſt 
lies in obſerving them, and: that there is danger 
in neglecting: them; then regard to the Divine 
authority, love to the truth, and charity to men, 
require that we diſpenſe with none of them. 

If by Chriſtian forbearance you mean, an agree- 
ment to differ quietly about the commandments 
of Chriſt, as not eſſential to church-communion, 
there is no ſuch thing enjoined in the ſcripture, 
It would be abſurd to ſuppoſe, that Chriſt 
would give ordinances to lus church, and.at the 
ſame time a command to diſpente with them. 


The mutual bearing with each other inſiſted on, 


Rom. xiv. and xv. has no reſpect to any of the 
precepts of the goſpel, but to the peculiarities of 
he Moſaic law reſpecting meats and days. We 

G are 
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are exhorted to forbear one another in love!; but 
this does not reſpect any ſettled difference as to 
the common rule of our faith and obedience, 
but a juſt allowance for one another's weakneſſes 
and imperfections in coming ſhort of the acknow- 
ledged rule, and the exerciſe of meekneſs, ten- 
derneſs, and long-ſuffering towards each other in 
this imperfect ſtate. | 

The exhortation, “ Receive ye one another as 
ee Chriſt alſo received us to the glory of God®,” 
does not ſignify, that they ſhould receive one ano- 
ther into church-fellowſhip diſagreeing about*the 
inſtitutions of the goſpel. The partiesexhorted were 
believing Jews and Gentiles, who differed about 
the peculiarities of Moſes' law, as has been no- 
ticed. Chriſt had received the Jew obſerving 
that peculiar law, and indulged him in it for a 
time; he had alſo received the Gentile, who was 
never under that law, and now forbid to obſerve 
any ſuch thing®. In theſe peculiar circumſtances, 
they are exhorted to imitate the example of Chriſt 


in receiving one another as he had received them 


both to tlie glory of God, without making any 
difference of 5 or Gentile. 


I am, Sir, your, &c. - 
4 
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A ſhort Sketch of the CuuRcn ORDER 
and SOCIAL RELIGIOUs PRACTICES 


of the Baptiſts in Scotland, 

WE hold it our indiſpenſible duty to copy the 

pattern of the primitive apoſtolic churches 
as recorded in the New Teſtament, and to attend 
to all the directions given them, which we look 
upon as inſcparably connected with our conti- 
nuing ſtedfaſt in the faith. 

We learn from the New Teſtament, that each 
CHURCH planted by the apoſtles was a ſingle 
congregation; as that at Jeruſalem, Antioch, 
Epheius, Corinth, &c.— That it met together in 
one place®:— That it was compoſed of vi/ible be- 
lievers, or ſuch as, by their profeſſion and walk, 
appeared to be ſaints and faithful“: That it had 
a plr.rality of elders or biſhops, to rule and la- 
bour in the word and doctrine ; alfo a plurality 
F deacons, to miniſter in the proper application 
of its liberality"; and both were choſen, not by 
their academical abilities, but by the characters 
laid down in 1 Tim. iii. 1—14. Tit. i. 5—10. 
and ſet apart by the laying on of hands“. A 
church thus conſtituted, we look upon as 

G 2 com- 


o Ads ii. 1, 46. iv. 31. and v. 12. 1 Cor. xi. 18, 20. 
p Cor. i. 2. Philip. i. 1. Col. i. 2. J Acts xiv. 23. 
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complete in all its parts, and a viſible repre- 
ſentation of Chriſt's true church which is invi- 
fible: hence it is called by the ſame names; 
ſuch as, God's building, temple, houſe, Chriſt's 
body, ſpouſe, &c.*. It has the full power of 
government and diſcipline within itſelf; and ſub- 
jected by Chriſt to no other authority or juriſ- 
diction but his own, who walks in the midſt of 
the golden candleſticks, and holds the ſtars in his 
right-hand* : and ſo we find the apoſtolic churches 
with their elders commended, not to the care of 
claſſical aſſemblies, but « to the Lord in whom 
« they believed®;” to God, and to the word of 
his grace, which is able to build them up, and to 
give them an inheritance among all them who 
are ſanified®, | 

The New "Teſtament diſcipline is calculated 
only for ſuch a church, and is altogether imprac- 
ticable in any other ſociety; being intended to 
maintain the purity of its communion and ſepa- 
ration from the world, to purge out the old lea- 
ven, and to preſerve love and unity among its 
members. This diſcipline we conſider as eſſen- 
tio! to the very being of a Chriſtian church; and 
therefore aim at the ſtrict and impartial exerciſe 
of it upon all proper occaſions, according to the 
ru s laid down in Mat. xviii. 156—17. 1 Cor. v. 
2 Thefl. iti. 6—15. 2 Tim. iii. 5. and elſe- 
where. | 
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s I Cor. iii. 9, 16, 17. 1 Tim. iii. 15. 1 Cor. vii. 27. 2 Cor. 
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We receive none into church-fellowſhip bat 
fuch as appear to be ſenſible of their loſt ſituation 
by nature, make an explicit and ſcriptural pro- 
feſhon of their faith in Chriſt as the all- ſuſficient 
and only Saviour, and ſhow their readineſs to 
obſerve all things whatſoever he hath command- 
ed; and we retain none in our communion who 
viſibly depart in any inſtayce from the faith or 
obedience of the goſpel, and are proof againſt all 
the inftituted means of their recovery, 

We hold it our duty to forbear one another 
in love, by making all due allowance for diffe- 
rences in natural tempers, capacities, growth in 
grace, &c. and by exerciling all lowlineſs, meek- 
neſs, and long-ſuffering, in our endeavours to 
inſtruct or reclaim an erring brother. Bat we 
dare not avowedly forbear or tolerate him in the 
denial of any plain goſpel truth, or in diſobedi- 
ence to any of the jeaſt of Chriſt's commands 
for this would be to ſuffer fin upon him, which 
is to hate our brother in our heart?, inſtead of 
forbearing him in D ,,). We hold that the rule 
of Chriſtian forbearance is divine revelation, and 
not mens different fancies about it, however 
ſerious they may be; and that the mutual for- 
bearance enjoined Rom. xiv. correſponds with 
the ſtate of revelation at that time, which per- 
mitted the believing Jews to continue for a wl.ile 
in circumciſion, and obſerve the diſtinction of 
meats arid days according to the law, whillt it 
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prohibited the believing Gentiles from obſerving 
any ſuch thing“; but was never intended to make 
any Chriſtian precept indifferent, or a matter of 
forbearance. © There is nothing which Chriſt's 
« ſubjects are called to obſerve in his kingdom 
« that is not of infinite importance. —Chriſt's 
ce religion contains no circumſtantials, which his 
« people may obſerve if they pleaſe, or may ne- 
« glect without diſpleaſing him *.” His autho- 
rity can never claſh with itſelf, by giving laws, 
and at the ſame time a diſpenſation to neglect 
them. Chriſtians are indeed daily coming ſhort 
of their duty; but a ſociety avowedly adopting 
it as a principle, that any of Chriſt's truths or 
commands are matters of indifference, and agree» 
ing to forbear its members in the denial or ne- 
glect of them, as it were by way of compliment 
to their Chriſtianity, is in fact a deliberate com- 
bination againſt his authority. 


We conſider it our duty to be all of ene 


mind in every thing that regards our faith and 
practice as a body. This unanimity was ex- 


emplified in the church at Jeruſalemb, and is 


molt ſolemnly inculcated upon other churches ©. 
And though we are imperfect in this as in 
other things, yet we dare not lay down any 
rule to ourſelves that comes thort of our being 

| perfectly 


gee Dr Srvaxr's Sermon on the Kingdom of Chriſt, p. 38. 

a Acts xx. 20—26. 1 Cor. vii. 18. Gal. iv. 10, IT. 

- Cob. ii. 16. b Adts iv. 32. e x Cor. i, 10. 2 Cox. 
Lili. 11. Philip. L 27. and U. 2. 1 Pet. iii, 8. 
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perfectly joined together in the ſame mind and 
in the ſame judgment, far leſs plead it as part of 
our Chriſtian liberty to differ. We find this 
unity intimately connected with brotherly love, 
and neceſſary to the peace, comfort, and edifica- 
tion of the body; and are encouraged to look for 
it from the Lord's promiſe to give his people 
one heart and one way, that they may fear him9, 
and from Chriſt's prayer that his diſciples may be 
one. Upon this principle nothing is decided 
amongſt us by a majority of votes, but all our 
church tranſactions are carried on by the unani- 
mous conſent and explicit agreement of every 
member; and ſhould any difſent, all due pains is 
taken to ſatisfy them, unleſs it appear they are 
under the influence of wrong motives, in which 
caſe they muſt be admoniſhed accordingly. 

We meet together every firſt day of the week, 
the day on which our Lord roſe from the deadf, 
—manifeſted himſelf alive unto his diſciples*,— 
poured out the Holy Spirit upon them®,— and 
which is called the Lord's dayi, This day the 
firſt Chriſtians, under the direction of the apoſtles, 
kept ſacred to the memory of Chriſt's reſurrection, 
and upon it they ſtatedly aſſembled to obſerve the 
ordinances of divine worſhip*, We therefore 
follow their example, eſteeming it equivalent to 
an expreſs precept. 


On 
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On this day we obſerve the following inne 

tions of divine ſervice. 
The public reading of the ſcriptures of the 
Ola had New Teſtaments. The Jews read Moſes 
and the prophets in their ſynagogues every Sab- 
bath-day. The like end is propoſed in writing 
the New Teſtament revelation i, which was alſo 
commanded to be read in the charches as it was 
given forth®; and ſo Timothy is exhorted to give 
attendance to reading, as well as to exhortation 
and doctrine®. 

2. Preaching and EI the word, which 
is a work proper to the elders or paſtors, who are 
to feed the flock, and labour in the word and doc- 
trine®, both publicly and from houſe to houſe$. 

3. The mutual exhortations of the brethren ; 

a duty expreſsly enjoined, and that publicly 
when aſſembled together, 
J. The public prayers, not only of the elders, 
but alſo of the brethren, according to the direc- 
tions given them in general as a body”, and as was 
exemplifted in the firſt churches*. Jo theſe 
prayers and nnn. the whole church * 
m_—_ "2 

5. The ſinging of praiſe*, in a which we make 

uſe 


1 XA; xv. 20, 1 8 m Col. iv. 16. 1 Theſſ v. 27. 
n 1 Tim. iv. 13. o 1 Pet. v. 2. 1 Tim. v. 17. + As 
v. 42. and xx. 20. 2 Tim. iv. 2. p Col. iii. 16. 1 Thefi, 
iv. 18. Heb. iii. 13. q Heb. x. 24, 25. r Rom. ii. 12. 
x Cor. xi. 4. and xiv. 14. Eph. vi. 18. 1 Tim. ii. x, 2. James 
v. 16. Jude, ver. 20. s Acts 1. 14. and ii. 44. t M. 
ANW. 30. 1 Cot, Av. 15, 1 Cor. iv. 16. a 
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uſe of the Pſalms of David, and other ſcriptural 


hymns and ſpiritual ſongs®. 

6. The fellowſbip (+012, contribution, com- 
munication, or diſtribution, as in Rom. xv. 26. 
2 Cor. ix. 13. Philip. iv. 14, 15. 1 Tim. vi. 18. 
Heb. xiii. 16.), i. e. the collection for the ſupport 
of the poor and other neceſſary uſes. This the 
church at Jeruſalem continued ſtedfaſtly in*, and 
the Apoſtle aſſigns the firſt day of the week for 
it . ; 

7. The breaking of bread, or the Lord's Sup- 
per. This we obſerve every Lord's day. The 
church at Jeruſalem continued as ſtedfaſtly m this 
as in the apoſtles doCtrine, the fellowſhip, and 
the prayers*, and the church at Troas came to- 
gether on the firſt day of the week chiefly for that 
end* If this paſſage proves that the firſt Chri- 
ſtians came ſtatedly together every firſt day of the 
week, it proves equally that it was for the pur- 
poſe of breaking bread. This ordinance does not 
belong to a ſingle individual like baptiſm, nor to 
a number of Chriftians occafronally meeting, and 
not properly united or fet in order; but to a 
church regularly conſtituted as a viſible body, and 
coming ſtatedly together into one place to eat it. 
The bread and cup are the communion of the 
body and blood of Chriſt; and as the bread is one, 
ſo the many who all partake of that one bread 
muſt be one body®. This body is deſcribed as 

organized 
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organized like the living body of a man, and fur- 
nithed with members fit for exerciſing the various 
neceſſary offices ©. 

8. In the interval of public worſhip we have 
the feaſt of charity in any of the members houſes 
where we can be conveniently accommodated. It 
conſiſts of a plain moderate repaſt, and, when pro- 
perly conducted, and accompanicd with ſuitable 
converſation, is very much calculated to promote 
love, intimacy, and edification among brethren, 
On this occaſion we generally begin and end with 
ſinging a hymn. "Theſe love- feaſts were evidently 
kept by the apoſtolic churches. They ſeem point- 
ed at Acts 11. 46. and xx. 11. Paul, writing to 
the church at Corinth, appears to diſtinguiſh 
them from the Lord's Supper by calling them 
their un ſupper; and directs them to eat them 
at home in their houſes along with their poor 
brethren, whom it ſeems they had neg!iefted®. 
We find them alſo * mentioned, Jude, 
ver. 12. 2 Pet. ii. 13*, 

We conſider it as a duty to join fafting with 
prayer on particular occaſions +. 

We ule the ki/s of charity on various occa- 
ſions; ſuch as, the reception of a new member, 

the 


»The agapæ, or fraſti of charity, continued in the churches 
till the fifth century, when they were ſet aſide. We have an 
account of them in Ignat. ep. ad. Smyrn. $8, Clem. Alex. 
pædag. | 2. c. 1. Tertull. apol. c. 39. Minut. Felix, Apoſtol. 
Conditut. 1 2. c. 28. &c. 

c Chap. xii, d 1 Cor. L. 20, 2I, 22. + Mat. ix. 15» 
Acts Uli. 2. 
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the forgiveneſs of offences, the reconciliation of 
differences, the departure or return of a brother, 
&c. &c. This expreſſion of brotherly love is re- 
peatedly and moſt expreſsly enjoined in the New 
Teſtament®. 

Our Lord in waſhing his diſciples” feet, not 
only ſet them an example of acts of humility 
and condeſcenſion in general, but alſo of that 
very action in particular; for he ſays, « If I 
« then, your Lord and Maſter, have waſhed 
« your fcet, ye ought alſo to waſh one another's 
feet; for 1 have given you an example that ye 
« ſhould ds as I have done to youf.” We there- 
fore conſider it our duty to obſerve this literally, 
not as a ceremony, but whenever it can be of 
real ſervice to a brother. 

We abſtain from eating blocd, and ſtrangled, 
i. e. „ fleſh with the blood thereof;” becauſe thefe 
were not only forbidden to Noah and his poſteri- 
ty when the grant of animal food was firſt made 
to mans; but alſo under the goſpel they are moſt 
ſolemnly prohibited the believing Gentiles, along 
with fornication and things offered to idols, by 
an apoſtolic decree, which at the ſame time aſcer- 
tained their freedom from the peculiarities of 
Moſes! law; and this decree is afterwards refer- 
red to, Rev. ii. 20, 24. and commanded to be 
held faſt till Chriſt come again, ver. 25. 

I We 


Rom xvi. 16. 1 Cor. xvi. 20. 2 Cor. xii. 12. 1 Theſſ. 
v. 26. 1 Pet. v. 14. f John xiii. 14, Is. g Gen. ix. 2, 4. 
Acts xv. 2,28, 29. XVI. 4. ad x23. 25. 
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- We do not find ourſelves at liberty to eat & 


common meal with. perſons excommunicated from 
our fellowſhip; becauſe our Lord ſays, © Let him 
ce be-unto thee as an heathen man and a publi- 
cc can i,“ with whom the Jews would not. eat or 
keep company*; and becauſe the apoſtle, while 
he admits that we muſt, on ſame occaſions com- 
pany with the fornicators, covetous, extortioners, 
and idolaters of this world, forbids the like fami- 
harity with one called a brother in ſuch circum» F 
ſtances, or ſo much as to eat with him l. This 
prohibition we conſider as intended to prevent 
the infection of his example, as well as to be 2 
ſtanding. means of his vonviction; but do not 
think that it is meant to ſet aſide any natural or 
relative duty. 

We confider ourſelves bound to be ſubjec to the 
Powers. that be in all lawful civil matters ; to 
honour thema, — pray ſor theme, — and pay them 
tribute b, and rather to ſuffer patiently for a good 
conſcience than in any caſe to reſiſt them by force d. 
Therefore we van have no fellowſhip with any 
who are known to be diſaſſected to government, 
ot with ſmugglers who defraud the public reve- 
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